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Introduction
< The three Departments (Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; Health; Trade &

Industry have been interaction since March 2013 ;

%+ These Departments presented comprehensive Action Plans to the Joint Portfolio

Committee in June 2013 and reported on progress to the Joint Portfolio

Committee in September 2013;
*» The aim of the current presentation is to:

 Provide the Joint Portfolio Committee with a report on some of the

actions taken since the last update; and

-+ Highlight complementary work done by various institutions.
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Progress report on the actual actlons taken

A meetlng of Ministers was convened in August 2013 Ministers gave an in principle
approval of the proposed Action Plan:

A Cabinet Memo was prepared for presentation by the Ministers to Cabinet: The
Memo sought to request approval for the creation of (1) a Ministerial Cluster on
Food Security and Food Safety; and, (2) the Inter-Departmental Food Safety
Coordinating Committee as precursors to the establishment of a Food Safety
Agency;

The Directors-General (DGs) from the three (3) departments had a meeting on the
10 February 2014; the DGs recommended that processes related with Cabinet
shall be halted to allow this matter to be considered by the new Cabinet; and

The DG’s ordered that the Technical Working Group of the Inter-departmental
Food Safety Coordinating Committee (IDFSCC) should be established and
continue with the work of the proposed action plan towards the models for the
creation of Food a Safety Agency.
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Recap on the previously proposed interventions in Action Plan

Lack ” Inify | Iaatri | an gn and cav outuds on the levels of species
animal species quantitative institution responsible for contamination that is achievable, detectable, and
analysis leading on quantification of acceptable in RSA through partnerships with

species DNA traces research institutions.
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Req_ap on the pr_evipqs_ly proposed interventions in Action Plan

Inspections
enforcement
compliance

Fragmted

| INTERVENTIONS
Food Review  food inspection

compromising system within DAFE the dti
and and DoH

-Conduct audlts of emstmg inspection services
-Address capacity issues and identified gaps
identified from audits;

-Create linked databases for inspectors and
registered food facilities;

-Create data base for reporting of third party
verification audits;

-Explore the use of a Memorandum of
Understanding between Departments; and
-Finalise independent meat inspection proposal.
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Progress report on the actual actions taken
Control over the sale of Poultry Meat to address brine treatment

(injection)

<+ Draft Amendment to the Regulations has been compiled and submitted to WTO (TB"'II"'I.“ o

Agreement) for comments from international trading partners;
<+ The highlights of the revised of treatment levels are as follows:
* The brine based treatment (injection) for full carcasses be not more than 10%.
* The brine based treatment (injection) for portions be not more than 15%.

* The water uptake in the chiller be not mbre than 7%, and this % is part

of the above limits.
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Progress report on the actual actions taken

Meat Labelling
Department of Trade and Industry

% Trade and Industry Minister Dr Rob Davies, (MP), issued a final notice on categories of goods that

are required to have trade‘description applied to them in terms of the Consumer Protection Act 68
~of 2008. This was published in the Government Gazette No. 36968 on 25 October 2013.

%+ On 22 March 2013, the Minister published a notice in terms of the Act for members of the public
and other stakeholders to submit comments to the proposed regulation on the labelling of meat
products. This was prompted by media reports in February 2013 that various meat products seem
to indicate the presence of donkey, water buffalo, goat and other undisclosed meat products in
certain processed foods which are available to consumers at retail stores in South Africa.

< This notice will only come into effect after six months in order to comply with the WTO Agreement

on Technical Barriers to Trade.

13
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Progress report on the actual actions taken
Meat Labelling

National Regulator For Compulsory Specifications

+

*

» The National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS) is working on a

L)

proposed new Compulsory Specification for Processed Meat Products;

< The impact assessment was conducted during the second full stakeholder

meeting in November 2013;

& The first draft of the Compuisory Specification was circulated and comments

were incorporated; and

% The impact report and the second draft compulsory specification wiII be

presented at the final full stakeholders’ mesting on the 71" of March 2014..
15
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Conclusion
& The Inter-Departmental Food Safety Coordinating Committee (IDFSCC)

Technical Working Group is expected to present periodical progress reports to

the Accounting Officers of the three Departments; and

< The Accounting Officers will submit Cabinet Memorandum on the proposed
measures to strengthen Food Control in South Africa to Cabinet during the

third quarter of the 2014/2015 financial year.
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