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DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL
Private Bag X931, Pretoria, 0001, Tel: 012 359 0071 Fax: 086 683 5502

Enquiries: modiadii@c_}wcgd.gcv.za, Tel.: 012 359 0249/0234, Mobile: 072 401 0036

Mr Bongani Khumalo

Chief Executive Officer

Fiscal Financial Commission

First and Second, Floor Montrose Place Bekker Street
Waterfall Park, Vorna Valley

MIDRAND

Tel: +27 (0) 11 207 2300; Fax: +27 (0) 11 207 2344

Dear Mr Khumalo

Request for assistance with the costing of the Women Empowerment and Gender
Equality (WEGE) Bill

I would like to take this opportunity and express my deepest appreciation for the valuable
participation and contribution your office continues to make in support of our work.

Following your response and advice on our initial request on the costing of the WEGE Bill, the
department has done the initial estimation of the budget that will be required to implement the
WEGE Bill. Thus, this serves to request your office to assist the department with the analysis of
this initial costing and your inputs,

Ms Modjadji Seabi, the Deputy Director-General responsible for women issues, working with the
officials in the Legal Services Unit of the department, is available at any time to meet with the
Fiscal Financial Commission team in this regard.

I look forward to your positive response and inputs that will support the Parliament process on
the WEGE Bill.

Sincerely,

2.

Ms éeliswa Eaduza

Director-General
Date: ¢ |04 ‘wi‘-r
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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

South Africa is marking a successful 20 year Anniversary of
democratic ruling that has to date being strongly founded on
legislative reform and an all-inclusive progressive Constitution. A
lot has changed for citizens of the country for the better and
equally so a lot remains to be done to ensure ultimate prosperity
and a better life for all.

In the context of the mandate of the Department of Women,
Children and People with Disabilities, there is indeed a lot to
celebrate with regard to transformation of government processes
and services. However, it is important for the country — all
stakeholders (civil society organisations, public and private sector)
to acknowledge that social-economic and political development
that remains blind to the widening gaps between women and men
run the risk of creating a barrier to a prosperous country. \Women
remain the face of poverty, and the unemployment rate and gender
based violence affect women the most.

Government remains the champion and lead role player in
addressing imbalances of the past when it comes to gender
equality in order to ensure sustainable development of people and
country et large. Thus, the National Development Plan (NDP) of
2030 couldn't have been released at an opportune time for
cementing achievements to date as a foundation to effective and
efficient development endeavours.

The Women Empowerment and Gender Equality (WEGE) Draft Bill
come at the peak of democracy as the country enters into fifth
democratic elections in 2014. It is exciting time in that all
stakeholders including ordinary citizens are beginning to respond
the call by government to take part and help government to provide
the access to services — as enshrined in the Constitution, due to

them.
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will become an Act that contributes to eliminating the gaps
between policy implementation and  service delivery in
communities. In the words of President Jacob Zuma:

_“The department was instituted to ensure the m:

)¢ hildren’s rights and disability

of government and other

ent to respond.to s :
. Integrated and coherent

the mainstreaming
considerati o all

This document provides estimated budget required for the
implementation of the WEGE Draft Bill once it is promulgated. The

2. MANDATE CONTEXT

The department derives its mandate from the Constitution of South
Africa and the Presidential Proclamation made in May and July
2009 establishing the Ministry and the department. The President
further reiterated the mandate in his State of the Nation address in
February 2010.

Based on the above, the mandate of the department is as follows:
e Ensure equity and access to development opportunities for
the vulnerable groups in our society.

e Monitor other government departments to ensure the
mainstreaming of gender, children’s rights and disability
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considerations into all programmes of government and other
sectors.

¢ Monitor the extent to which the social and economic
circumstances of women, children and people with disabilities
are significantly improved.

Overall, the mandate of the department (DWCPD) is to promote,
facilitate, coordinate and monitor the realisation of the rights and
empowerment of women, children and people with disabilities.

3. STRATEGIC OVERVIEW

The following serves as the foundation of the DWCPD medium and
annual plan for 2014/15 —- 2016/17:

2.1 Vision

An empowered society that recognizes and upholds the rights of
women, children and people with disabilities

2.2 Mission

To mainstream the rights and empowerment of women, children
and people with disabilities through advocacy, institutional support
and capacity development, monitoring, evaluation and reporting

2.3 Values

¢ Commitment
Collectivism
e Equity
 Accountability
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2.4 Strategic Outcome Oriented Goals and Goal| Statements

Goal Statement | Streamlined and cordin'ated systems in place to execute the department’s
mandate

Goal statement Increased role of women, children angd people with disabilities in leadership,
Management and ownership in all spheres.

Women, Children ang people with disabilities being socially economically and
politically empowered through conducive and enabling environment

Goal statement | Decrease in the prevalence of violence against WCPD through changing
attitudes and behavior; and protection of their rights and dignity

Goal statement Opportunities created for full access to and meaningful participation of WCPD
in all spheres of life

Goal statement Evidence based information aimed at addressing policies, legislative
framework, strategies and practices to improve the lives of WCPD

2.6 Key Priorities
The following are key priorities for the department (DWCPD):

Priority 1
Substantial reduction and eventual elimination of Gender-based
Violence from society:-

Incidents of gender based violence have become more gruesome
and extending to hate crimes and ritual killings. This undermines
the developmental agenda for women, children and people with

WEGE Act: Estimated Implementation Budget, DWcPD @ 20 December 2013 -6-



-

disabilities. If we are to succeed in our quest for gender equality,
we have to eradicate gender based violence.

Priority 2
Empowerment of women:-

Recent census ang other surveys show that women continye to
bear the brant of poverty, inequality and unemployment. Lack of
resources and decision making powers also contribute to this. It s
therefore critical that the empowerment of women remains of our
agenda.

Priority 3

contribute immensely to the empowerment and independence of
people with disabilities.

Priority 4
Promotion and protection of the rights and empowerment of
Women, Children and People with Disabilities:

All women, children and people with disabilities reach their full
potential and have equal and universal access to social, training,
economic and political opportunities by removing  attitudinal,

Priority 5
Knowledge and evidence based to inform activities -

The generation of evidence based information from M &E, and
research which informs policy, strategy and legislative
development.
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4. PROVISIONS IN THE WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND
GENDER EQUALITY DRAF BILL

4.1 Overview

The Draft Women Empowerment and Gender Equality Bill (Draft
Bill) is based on the values and principles enshrined in the
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 (the Constitution)
and various national and international instruments that establish a
framework for the achievement of gender equality.

The Preamble of the Draft Bill affirms South Africa’s commitments
to the promotion of gender equality and prohibition of
discrimination on the basis of gender,

4.2 The Draft Bill provisions

Clause 2: provides that unless otherwise indicated in the Act, the
Dratft Bill applies to designated public bodies and designated
private bodies.

Objectives - Clause 3:
»> Give effect to the Constitution, particularly:
* the equal enjoyment of al| rights and freedoms by every person:;
e promote gender equality; and
e values of non-racialism, non-sexism and equality as
contemplated in section 1 of the Constitution:

> Facilitate compliance with the country’'s commitment to
international agreements

> Align aspects of the laws and implementation of the laws
relating to women empowerment and the appointment and
representation of women in decision-making positions and
structures
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» Provide for the implementation of measures to achieve the
progressive realisation of 3 minimum of 50% representation and
meaningful participation of women in decision-mak‘ing structures
including Boards

> Provide for the implementation of gender mainstreaming

> Provide for the development and implementation of plans and

Clause 4: Education and training

Clause 5: Access to health care, including reproductive health
Clause 6: Public education on prohibited practices, including
gender based violence

Clause 7: Equal representation and participation
Clause 8: Gender Mainstreaming

Clause 9: Measures to €mpower women and to eliminate
discrimination

Clause 10: Economic Empowerment
Clause 11: Socio-economic empowerment of women in rurg| areas

Clause 12: Socio-economic empowerment of women with
disabilities

Clause 13: Powers of Minister

Clause 14: Guidance by Minister

Clause 15: Gender Units and Accountability

Clause 16: Enforcement

Clause 17: Code of good conduct

Clause 18: Framework

Clause 19: Regulations

Clause 20: Delegations
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These sub-programmes have implemented activities provided in
the Draft Bill — for the past two financial years, within extreme
constraint of human ang financial resources

Table 1 PROGRAMME 1
Budget Allocation in 2012/13 and 2013/1 4

RESEARCH & POLICY | 3,770,200
INTERSECTORAL COORDINATION &| 3649’00
INTENATIONAL RELATIONS

COMMUNICATIONS 2,510,000

TOTAL 11,680,200

4,656,200
2,027,000
9,138,000

2,830,000
4,651,200

1

Table 2 POGRAMME 2
Budget Allocation in 2012/13 and 2013/14

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT &
5,248,000 | 4,851,800

_ 20,496,000 | 19,569,000
CGE 159,073,000 63,080,000
GRAND TOTAL 79,569,000 82,649,000
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