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	1. Purpose


1.1. The purpose of these briefing notes is to provide the status information on the South Africa’s ratification processes on the Charter for African Cultural Renaissance (Hereinafter called ‘the Charter’).

	2. Historical Overview of the African Charter


2.1 The Charter for African Cultural Renaissance, hereafter referred to as Charter, was endorsed by the first African Union Conference of Ministers of Culture held in Nairobi 10 -14 December 2005 and adopted by the 6th ordinary session of the African Union Assembly that was held in Khartoum, Sudan on 24 January 2006. 
2.2 The Charter for African Cultural Renaissance was also inspired by the Cultural Charter for Africa that was adopted by the heads of states and Government of African Unity in the 13th ordinary session held in Port Louis, Mauritius from 2 – 5 July 1976. The revised version confirms the basic principles of the original Charter, however it was adapted within the context of the rapid global changes and finding solution to new challenges and persisting development expectation relating to the African Renaissance. 
2.3 The revised Charter for African Cultural Renaissance recognize the context of which the original Charter was adopted, that its recognizes the role of culture in the political emancipation, economic and social development, considering that, cultural exchanges and initiatives taken in the form of cultural action contributes to the mutual enrichment, understanding between human beings and to the peace amongst states.  

2.4 The Charter for African Cultural Renaissance is a tool developed to empower Member States to promote Pan-Africanism, cultural renewal and identity as well as strengthen their national policies and other cultural instruments which will in turn contribute to the achievement of the continents’ socio-economic and cultural integration, build sustainable peace and the fight against poverty.    

2.5 The objectives and principles of the Charter revolve around African cultural diversity, identity and renaissance. It’s also deals with the use African languages; the use of mass media; the role of states in cultural development; the protection of African Artistic Goods and Services; intra and inter African cultural co-operation and African Diaspora as key elements of African Cultural Renaissance. Hence it allows for the promotion of international understanding and economic dimension of culture and creative industries as major factors for sustainable development.

2.6 Over and above this, it also crafted to address issues of culture, scientific, social and economic renewal. It further allows Member States to set standards to which will able to assess their policies consistence with the goals of African Agenda that emphasize amongst other, the need to prioritize Pan-Africanism. The key elements being cultural identity, integration, shared values and creative tools for socio-economic transformation and human development.  

2.7 The ratification and subsequent implementation of the Charter by member states will go a long way to augments efforts towards the realization of the African Union vision on creating unity, peace and prosperity in Africa. More importantly, the ratification of the Afri​can Charter will crown South Africa’s immense contribution to the largely successful Continental Pan Africanism and African Renaissance programme.
	3. Strategic Focus of the Charter 


3.1 The Charter is one of the key instruments to strengthen the national efforts to realize the objectives of the South African Foreign Policy, which prioritises African Agenda and efforts to create a better Africa and better world. It is also in full support of the strategic goals and objectives of the Department. 
3.2 The Charter encompasses a number of strong outcomes specifically the promotion of the unified combination of culture, arts, cultural values, language, heritage and cultural and creative industries as central to sustainable development. In practical terms, these outcomes have the potential to become one of the strongest contributors to the economy, social cohesion, technological process and poverty alleviation.
	4. Member States’ Ratification Status 


4.1 Currently 22 countries have signed the Charter, Zambia, Togo, Sierra Leon, South Africa, Senegal, Nigeria, Mali, Liberia, Ghana, Gambia, Gabon, Ethiopia, Egypt, Democratic Republic of Congo, Congo, Comoros, Côte d`Ivoire, Chad, Burkina Faso, Benin and Angola.

4.2 From the total of fifty three (53) member states of the Union, only six (6) – Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Republic of Congo, Chad and Ethiopia  has to date ratified it. 

4.3 During the 4th AU Conference of Ministers of Culture held in the Democratic Republic of Congo, between 29 October 2 November 2012, the Conference, once again, reiterated its call to member states to expedite relevant national legal processes and deposit the requisite instrument that signals formal ratification to the Charter.
	5. South Africa’s Ratification Process 


5.1 South Africa has not yet ratified the Charter but requisite processes to do so are being finalised. 
5.2 Following approval by Cabinet on the 19th May 2013, the Charter was submitted to both houses of Parliament at National and Provincial level, and the Speaker  advised that it’s to be referred to the Portfolio Committee on Arts and Culture and Select Committee for arts and education for due processing. 
5.3 The Department was invited by the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee present the Charter for the Committee’s consideration on the 8th October 2013. Positive feedback was received from the Committee. 
5.4 The Department is awaiting invitation from the Chairperson of the Select Committee on arts and education to present the Charter for due consideration by the Committee. The tentative date of 5 February 2014 has been communicated informally by the parliamentary official.
5.5 Once Parliamentary approval has been granted a Presidential minute will be obtained on which DIRCO will prepare an Instrument of ratification to be lodged with the African Union. The Parliamentary approval will also obligate South Africa to implement and domesticate the Charter. 
	6. Post Ratification Process 


6.1 Once the approval for ratification is received from Parliament, the Department will coordinate a Launch, which will include Media Briefing and one day Seminar to interrogate the Implementation Strategy of the Charter. This gathering will include government officials, practitioners, NGO’s and academia.

6.2 Amongst expected deliverable of the seminar are:

6.2.1 Key experts and think-tanks that will form part of the panel of experts to lead provincial workshops.

6.2.2 National Committee to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the Charter.  

6.3 It is planned that the Launch will kick start a year-long provincial workshops, where provinces will be expected to commit to the implementation of the Charter.  
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