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supportFOR ratification PROCESS of the benguela current convention
1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To obtain your support to ratify the Benguela Current Convention.
2.
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION
2.1
The signing of the Benguela Current Convention (the Convention) on 18 March 2013 in Benguela, Angola represented the culmination of many years of research, consultation and negotiations.The signed Convention is attached as Annexure A. The signing of this unique multilateral agreement was the next logical step after nearly two decades of collaboration between the Governments of Angola, Namibia and South Africa.
2.2
The Convention seeks to formally establish the Benguela Current Commission as a regional inter-governmental organisation with a mandate to promote the sustainable use and management of the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME). The ratification of this multilateral Convention will ensure that sustainable development progresses in an environmentally responsible manner for long-term social and economic benefits for the people of the BCLME region, and that the three governments work together to protect marine biodiversity and maintain the integrity of the BCLME region.
2.3
During the signing ceremony of the Convention in Benguela, Angola, the three Governments agreedto ensure that all the Articles in the Convention are included in national policythrough national ratification. In South Africa the process will start with tabling of the Convention in Parliament, where it would have to be approved by the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces.Thereafter the Department will prepare the Instrument of Ratification and request the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation to sign the instrument after it will be deposited at the Depository, which is Namibia. 

The Convention focuses on creating an institutional structure known as the Benguela Current Commission which will work towards achieving sustainable development through the following areas of cooperation:

(a) minimising and abatement of pollution;

(b) protection of the marine and coastal environment against adverse impacts;

(c) application of management measures based on the best scientific evidence available;

(d) establishing  mechanisms for intersectorial data collection, sharing and exchange thereof;

(e) where possible, reversal and prevention of habitat alteration and destruction;

(f) protection of  vulnerable species and biological diversity; and

(g) taking all possible steps to strengthen and maintain human and infrastructural capacity.
(See Annexure A for Full Convention Text; Annexure B for summary explanatory Memorandum and Annexure C for a brief slide presentation of the Convention.)
3.
IMPLICATIONS
3.1
Personnel: None at this stage.
3.2
Financial: Annual contribution of approximately 1.7 millionRand per annum will continue with potential annual inflationary adjustment. Country contributions by the three partner states are aimed at coveringthe costs of the small Secretariat based in Namibia and hosted by the Namibian Government. The Secretariat is expected to acquire donor and investment funds for other activities such as the science and monitoring plan.
3.3
Legal: The ratification of the Benguela Current Convention will have a legally binding effect on South Africa. Support, before the Minister signed the agreement was received from the Department of Justice and the Department of International Relations and Cooperation.
3.4 Communications: A press statement will be issued closer to the time.
4.
OTHER BRANCHES/COMPONENTS CONSULTED

Legal Authorisations Compliance and Enforcement
5.
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that support for the ratification of the Benguela Current Convention be granted.
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