EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The explanatory memorandum on the ratification of the Convention of the Benguela Current Commission (the Commission) establishes a framework for cooperation between the Government of the Republic of South Africa, the Government of the Republic of Namibia and the Government of the Republic of Angola.  
The Commission seeks to promote a coordinated regional approach to the long-term conservation, protection, rehabilitation, enhancement and sustainable use of the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem to provide economic, environmental and social benefits. It focuses on the following:
(a) minimising and abatement of pollution;

(b) protection of the marine and coastal environment against adverse impacts;

(c) application of management measures based on the best scientific evidence available;

(d) establishing  mechanisms for intersectorial data collection, sharing and exchange thereof;

(e) where possible, reversal and prevention of habitat alteration and destruction;

(f) protection of  vulnerable species and biological diversity; and

(g) taking all possible steps to strengthen and maintain human and infrastructural capacity.

The Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs of South Africa, the Minister responsible for Fisheries and Marine Resources of Namibia and the Minister responsible for Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development of Angola signed this Convention of the Benguela Current Commission on 18 March 2013 in Benguela, in Angola.

