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Cosatu Input to Portfolio Committee on the Small Scale Fishing Policy

 

The Small Scale Fishing Policy is an important start to addressing the difficult situation in the fishing sector. The transformation of the industry has been delayed for too long. Fishing communities have clearly suffered irreparable damage and social degradation as a result of the past circumstances and public policy in the Industry. We support this policy as an important start to the much needed transformation of the public policy that undoes the horrible legacy of Apartheid that continues to be supported by some in this house. This is important legislation as, for the first time; it gives small scale fishers legal recognition that starts to undo the marginalised section of the communities.

 

We want to see transformation not only advancing some black ownership, but the advancement of the fishing Communities aggregate interest as part of the rebuilding of these communities, who have been ravaged by apartheid and the inability of public policy to fundamentally undo the past.  

 

There has been officials in Government that have been unimaginative in finding more socially acceptable public policy that restores the social fabric of our society, and undoes the horrible legacy of Apartheid. The inability of these officials to imagine and pursue a more socially just policy is a sad indictment of these public officials and their inability to pursue the values of the Freedom Charter and the Constitutional principles. 
We would respectively suggest that Mr Moola is one such official who now is a hired gun for business; where he finally exposes which values and whose interest he was serving. Accordingly his contribution to the public policy debate should not be considered in the light of pursuing social justice. He is clearly just representing vested interest of Business to maintain the apartheid generational advantage.

 

The same points that relate to Moola, also relate to DA who are the primary defendants of the generational advantage of apartheid. And in this respect Van Dalen is the vindictive defender of the apartheid legacy, wanting to maintain the status quo of business interest ahead of communal interest. Cosatu cannot take such vested interest as a serious contribution to the public policy debate that is meant to find a balance of the respective public interest, to advance greater social justice.

 

The government having moved in this important direction should not be deterred from their noble route, by those who seek to defend the apartheid generational advantage. Racists dressed up as democrats, parading with black partners, who have never sought to advance a greater sense of social justice in addition to undoing the racial discrimination. The Kabwe conference of the ANC said that it would be unsustainable to not undo the economic aspects of the racial discrimination of apartheid; this however, is a sentiment that we do not expect the DA to share as they have been the defenders of the generational advantages of Apartheid.

 

The Government must now, as part of this noble journey, also start putting in place the infrastructure to support the rapid and continuing transformation of the Industry. This deepening transformation of the Industry should move up the whole value chain of the Fishing Policy, so that Cooperatives are supported and advanced in the Industry with champions who believe in it, and who make no apology for big Business interest, as previous officials have. The role of big Business in future must be to ensure that the wealth of the country benefits all its people.

 

We salute government for advancing this policy, and we take this opportunity to tell the DA that they should tell the bosses - the captains of white Industry - that we are coming for their control and manipulation of the Industry so that social justice is advanced in SA.  

 

Thank you very much – Cosatu Western Cape
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