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29 May 2013

Att: Mr V Ramaano

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development

Dear Sir

Re: Judicial Matters Amendment Bill

The Executive Committee of the Attorneys Fidelity Fund met on 27 May 2013, to consider further input on the Judicial Matters Amendment Bill (B7-2013).  It reaffirmed the contents of the Bill in so far as they relate to the Fund except for two matters set out hereunder.

A. Section 15 - Board of Control may institute private prosecution (insertion of Section 46(A))
The Fund is not in favour of exercising private prosecutions in consultation with the Law Societies.  It however accepts text that such prosecutions take place with notice to the Law Societies, and the Section can be amended to read accordingly 

B. Section 17 of the Bill – Amendments of Section 78 of Act 53 of 1979, as substituted by Section 28 of Act 87 of 1989

The Fund has noted the Law Societies of South Africa’s request that the exercise of prohibiting a practitioner from operating on his or her trust account in any way be carried out by the Fund in consultation with the Law Societies.  The Fund has no objection to this Section being amended to reflect this accordingly.

In conclusion the Fund reiterates that the rest of the content of this Bill reflects the desire of its Board of Control.

Yours sincerely

MOTLATSI MOLEFE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

(Dictated)

B M Molefe (Chief Executive Officer), A M Stansfield (Finance Executive), J M Losper (Claims Executive), J de Beer (Forensic Executive)

P Z Ndima (Senior Claims Manager), R Burawundi (Investment Manager), S D Maile (Board Secretary)

