GENDER BASED VIOLENCE: A CALL FOR MULTI-SECTORAL INTERVENTIONS AND ACTIONS
· Gender Based Violence against women is a universal phenomenon and is based on women’s subordinate status in society, women being seen as inferior and valueless

· Multi-Sectoral approach is the best method of addressing this kind of crime within our societies and communities

· The vision “working together we can do more” as manifested by the ANC led government is surely now being made visible in our country South Africa

· The existence of Community Policing Forums (CPF) and Community Safety Forums for the past few years is one of our government’s initiative to fight the scourge of serious crimes, including Gender Based Violence

· The forum is constituted by all community based organisations and individuals with special skill e.g. the Traditional Sectors, Religions, Schools, Business Sectors, Trade Unions, Health and many more
· The recent establishment of the Gender Based Violence council and also the establishment of the Inter-Ministerial Committee to oversee all government programs that has to do with Gender Based Violence is a good initiative

· I’m sure we will listen and exchange experience with other countries on how they deal with this global challenge.   
