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“CALLING FOR MULTI-SECTORAL INTERVENTIONS AND ACTIONS AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE”

DECLARATION

We, as the participants at this roundtable on gender-based violence,

· Recognise the increasing scourge of violence against women and children,

· Acknowledge the work done by civil society and departments rendering services to victims of gender-based violence,

· Recognise the need to:

· Build partnerships and work collaboratively

· Increase research and statistical information on gender-based violence

· Improve resource allocation for the provision of services for victims of gender-based violence

· Call for the continued awareness of gender-based violence and support for organisations dealing with issues of gender-based violence
· Recognise that ending violence will require the collective efforts of individuals, families, communities, faith based organisations, traditional leadership, civil society, private sector and government.
In light of this, we will endeavour to:

1. Work collaboratively through the formation of strategic partnerships, to eradicate violence against women and children

2. Collate, conduct and share research that informs our understanding of gender-based violence, its prevention and the development of appropriate intervention strategies
3. Invest in the development of strategies that aim to prevent gender-based violence by locating it in its broader social context of eradicating gender inequity

4. Monitor and enhance service delivery interventions within the criminal justice and social development systems with a view to enhancing victim empowerment

5. Ensure that related legislation and policies are effectively implemented and that there is ongoing monitoring in this regard

6. Ensure that adequate resources and budgets are allocated to eradicating gender-based violence in monitoring expenditure in this regard.
