DEPARTMENT OF WATER AFFAIRS ANNUAL LEGISLATION PROGRAMME 2013
Name of Ministry :  DWA

Contact Person:       STB Damane-Mkosana

Telephone:                012 336 8331

Fax:                           012 336 8666

	Name of the Bill 
(Will the Bill require the drafting of new regulations or amending existing ones?)

	Strategic focus of the Bill
(As it relates to government policy priorities & programmes or any policy objectives) The aim is to align legislation with policy.

	Date for submission of the Bill to Cabinet 
	Date for submission of the Bill to Parliament
	Financial Implications
	Impact
(The envisaged impact of the Bill on broader society e.g. the economy, vulnerable groups i.e people with disability, women and children etc)
	Bills or policy proposals that will undergo Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA)

	Water Research Amendment Bill
	Water Research Amendment Bill
Yes there will be a need to draft new regulations 
The aim of the Amendment is to bring the Act in line with the institutional, policy and legal changes that have happened in the operating environment since the promulgation of the Act, as well as to capture a new vision and mandate for the institution in line with modern thinking around research institutions.
	May 2013
	September 2013
	R200 000 for the Amendment phase and the implementation of the Act will be budgeted for at line function level.
	1. The enhanced WRC will contribute to economic empowerment by providing research output for improved access to water.
2. The WRC is going to partner with stakeholders for improved capacity building.
	Yes 


	Name of the Bill 
(Will the Bill require the drafting of new regulations or amending existing ones?)

	Strategic focus of the Bill
(As it relates to government policy priorities & programmes or any policy objectives) The aim is to align legislation with policy.

	Date for submission of the Bill to Cabinet 
	Date for submission of the Bill to Parliament
	Financial Implications
	Impact
(The envisaged impact of the Bill on broader society e.g. the economy, vulnerable groups i.e people with disability, women and children etc)
	Bills or policy proposals that will undergo Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA)

	 National Water Act Amendment Bill
Yes there will be a drafting of new regulations especially on areas dealing with Institutions and Water Use.

	National Water Act Amendment Bill
The National Water Policy (1997) and National Water Act, (36 of 1998) provide the framework within which South Africa’s water resources can be managed in an integrated manner so as to achieve equitable access to water and sustainable and efficient use of water, thereby contributing to optimum social and economic development. In the context of the Amendment Bill important provisions in the principal Act relate to the establishment of a system of authorizations of water use that is sufficiently flexible to accommodate changes in the availability of and requirements of water, and the creation of a decentralized institutional framework that is simple, pragmatic and self driven and facilitates representative public involvement in the management of water resources. A further objective was to make the policy and law as accessible as possible to ordinary people by using language that was clear, understandable and unambiguous. Textual improvements in the amendment Bill further this aim.  
The Bill will be an expansive and all encompassing Bill which will see the incorporation of certain sections of the Water Services Act that deal with Water Management Institutions into the National Water Act 
	July 2013
	October 2013
	R500 000 for the Amendment phase and the implementation of the Act will be budgeted for at line function level.
	Provisions in the Amendment Bill relating to water use will provide greater flexibility in temporary transfers of water use by broadening uses that can be transferred beyond irrigation, enhance consistency between issuing licenses for individual applications and similar provisions for compulsory licensing, and contribute to safeguarding public safety by streamlining and accelerating processes for dealing with emergency situations. The proposed limitation on the declaration of existing lawful use is intended to facilitate more equitable allocation of water use. 
The reforms to the National Water Act are going to have an effect of serving as an enabling legislative framework to meet the aspiration of the people of South Africa to provide access to water to all the citizens of South Africa.
	Yes 


	Name of the Bill 
(Will the Bill require the drafting of new regulations or amending existing ones?)

	Strategic focus of the Bill
(As it relates to government policy priorities & programmes or any policy objectives) The aim is to align legislation with policy.

	Date for submission of the Bill to Cabinet 
	Date for submission of the Bill to Parliament
	Financial Implications
	Impact
(The envisaged impact of the Bill on broader society e.g. the economy, vulnerable groups i.e people with disability, women and children etc)
	Bills or policy proposals that will undergo Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA)

	Water Services Repeal Bill
	The WSA was an interim arrangement pending the promulgation of the municipal legislation.

In light of the enactment of municipal legislation, the Water Services Act has been superseded.
	To be determined depending on the passing of National Water Act Amendment Bill
	To be determined depending on the passing of National Water Act Amendment Bill
	R 150 000
	None
	None 


