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1. Introduction 

The South African National Apex Cooperative is one of the fraternal organisations of the Party. It 

seeks to advance the struggle of the working class and the poor through the establishment and 

coordination of CooperativesinSouthAfrica. 

The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic hastilted theglobal balance of forcesand SANACOisnot spared 

from this farce. The world of work needs to be redefined as the sitting rooms and kitchens have 

nowbecome a place of work. Workers have to use their own spaces which also contribute into high 

households energy consumption. It is quite evident that workers around the world are losing their 

jobs. This job losses are compounded by the 4th Industrial revolution whose primary tenant is to 

replace human beings with robots/machines. 

The cooperatives movement in South Africa and beyond is needed now more than ever in our 

history. Retrenchedworkershastobeorganizedthroughcooperativestorespondtothecurrent challenges. 

It isalso critical that as the movement of cooperatives we play a role in re-skilling the retrenched 

workers and organizethemintoworker cooperatives. 
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The Russian military operation in Ukraine has exposed us as a country on overreliance to other 

country on basic necessities such ascooking oil. South Africa has vast landsand a hospitable 

conditionsfor sunflower production, but theworkingclassandthepoorhavetopayexorbitant 

priceoncookingoil duetooverreliance on import of basic commodities. But there isa long list of basic 

commodities that we unnecessarily import fromother countries. Some even do dumping of food 

products to South Africa which ultimately affect the sustainability of local industry. 

 
2. Ontheinternational front 

2.1. Involvement intheICA 

SANACO as an affiliate of the International Cooperatives Alliance (ICA) continue to foster global 

solidary amongst cooperatives of the world. This is in line with the cooperative principle of 

cooperation amongst cooperatives. SANACOisamember ingoodstandingof theICA. Themovement 

continuetocontributeintoB20 engagementsparticularly on cooperatives. The ICAplacesthe Sustainable 

Development Goalsat the center of itsdevelopmental path. 

 
2.2. TheroleinICAO 

The President of SANACOMr. Lawrence Bale is tipped to become the Deputy President of the 

International Organisation of Agricultural Cooperatives(ICAO). ICAOisa platformfor agricultural 

cooperativesglobally to cometogether ensuringthat thereisglobal food security. 

 
2.3. BRICSCooperativesleaders 

SANACOispart of theBRICSCooperative Leadersand continuetochair thisplatformfor 

cooperativeswithin the BRICStrade block. Meetings of the BRICSCooperative Leaders was disrupted by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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TheBRICSCooperativeLeadersprovidesspacefordialogueandtradeamongst cooperativemovementsinthe 

BRICSblock. 

 
2.4. SouthernAfricanConfederationof Cooperatives 

The movement in South African is part of the SADCbased federations of cooperatives. The primary 

intent is tofacilitate trade between and amongst the cooperatives in the SADCregion. The government 

of Botswana hasprovidedanofficefor theICASouthern Africanregion. They alsoseconded staff 

memberswhoaregoing to mend the office until the movement in the sub region is self-sufficient. 

President Lawrence Bale is the interimchairpersonof thesubregional office. 

Thereismeetingof thesubregionthat will beheld in Lesothofromthe14-16 December 2022. 

 

3. Towardstheestablishment of a singleapex body inSouthAfrica 

The cooperativessector in SouthAfrica iscurrently inthe processof aligningtotheCooperativesAct No. 

06 of 2013. At the heart of the Act isthe establishment of a singleApex body inSouth Africa. There 

iscurrently an initiative to build one strong and vibrant cooperative movement. We would like to 

thank Minister and Deputy Minister of Small Business Development for their unwavering support and 

commitment towards the establishment of a singleapex body. 

 
4. About theimplementationof theCooperativesact N. 6 of 2013. 

SANACO would like to congratulate the Minister of Small Business Development for her commitment 

and support for cooperatives. Wehavenoted her willingnesstoengage withall relevant 

stakeholdersaswell as reinstatingtheincentiveschemefor cooperatives. 
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The Act has called for the establishment of the Cooperatives Development Agency, Cooperatives 

Advisory Council, CooperativesAcademy aswell astheCooperativesTribunal. Weheedacall 

totheMinister toinvolve cooperativesintheappointment of individualstoserveintheseinitiatives. 

 
5. Theroleof SANACOat NEDLAC 

SANACOispart of theNEDLACCommunity constituency withitsPresident Mr 

LawrenceBaleservingasoneof itsprincipals. Part of thediscussionensuingat 

NEDLACisthediscussionontheEconomic Reconstructionand Recovery Plan (ERRP). At the center of the 

ERRP is localization. As the movement of cooperatives, we are happy toformpart of thepolicy 

dialogueat NEDLAC. 

One of the critical programof the NEDLAC Community Constituency is our commitment on the 

Masakhane campaign. The campaign was derived from NEDLAC community constituency engagements 

and its commitmentsontheEskomSocial Compact. TheMasakhane campaignneedsdriverstomakeit a 

success. 

6. Programmesand projects 

One the primary role of SANACO is advocacy and lobbying on behalf of cooperatives in South Africa. The 

current Executiveof SANACOisasfollows: 

President-Mr LawrenceBale 

Deputy President-Mr SamRakoto 

Secretary General-Mr Muzi 

Phewa 

Deputy Secretary General-Mr 

LawrenceMonyahi Treasurer-MsViolet Ntibane 

The movement has over the years sustained itself through programmes and projects. Training remains 

one of the area of focus by the cooperative movement. Over 500 young women and men were trained 

since the last reporting period toparliament. 
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7. Conclusion 

SANACOremainscommittedinconsolidatingandstrengtheningsupport for cooperativesinSouthAfrica. 

The COVID-19 pandemic together withthe military operationby Russia inUkrainehasexposedtheinability 

of the capitalist systemtosustainitself under a crisis. 

SANACOremainsa strategic center for the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan as espoused by 

the President of theRepublic of SouthAfrica HisExcellency Matamela Ramaphosa. 

 
For further informationcontact LawrenceMonyahi on0827448229or presidentrsacoop@gmail.com. 
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