
DISASTERMANAGEMENTACTAMENDMENTBILLRECOMMENDATION

Hon.ChairpersonandhonourablemembersoftheCOGTAportfoliocommittee,Iwouldlike
toappreciatetheopportunitygrantedtousastheCOCCsothatwecancontributetothe
amendmentofthisBill.
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1.Introduction

2.EndorsementOfDisasterManagementAmendmentBill

3.NationalDisasterManagementAdvisoryForum

4.Conclusion

1.INTRODUCTION

ItiswithgratitudeforusasCOCCandthereligioussectorforparliamenttoconsider
amendingthisActfrom itscurrentform afterwehavesufferedalotinhowitwas
implementedbytheexecutiveinthisCovid19season.Wehavewitnessedalotof
brutalityandinjusticeslevelledunfairlyagainstoursectorinhowitwasimplemented
initscurrentform (asweextensivelyalludedinourpreviousJune15and17,2021
submissionstothisportfoliocommittee.

2.ENDORSEMENTOFDISASTERMANAGEMENTAMENDMENTBILL

2.1Inthecurrentform oftheDMA,wefeltliketheexecutivewaswieldingunlimited
powerwhichsilencedthevoiceofthepeopleandtheirrepresentativesin
parliamentwhichisagainstthespiritandfoundationsoftheConstitutionas
alludedbythepreamble:“Wetherefore,throughourfreelyelected
representatives,adoptthisConstitutionasthesupremelawoftheRepublicsoas
to-…laythefoundationsforademocraticandopensocietybasedonthewillof
thepeopleandwhereeverycitizenisequallyprotectedbythelaw(The
Constitution,1996).



2.2HavingreadthisPrivateMember’sBillbyHon.Groenewald,wewouldliketo
endorsetheamendmentsthatareproposedthereinbecausetheyspeaktowhat
weraisedintheprevioussubmissionsregardingtheroleofparliamentasthe
voiceofcitizensgrantedwiththeresponsibilitytokeeptheexecutive
accountableaccordingtoSection42(3)oftheConstitution.

2.3Thiswillbeavictorytothereligioussectorandothersectorsatlargewhofelt
aggrievedbyhowDMAwashandledthroughissuingof,inmanyinstances,
irrationalLockdownRegulations.

3.NATIONALDISASTERMANAGEMENTADVISORYFORUM

3.1InadditiontoproposedamendmentscitedintheproposedAmendmentBill,
COCCwouldliketoproposethatSection5oftheActwhichspeakstothe
establishmentoftheNationalDisasterManagementAdvisoryForum (i.e.,
MinisterialAdvisoryCommittee)belookedataswell.

3.2Wefeelthatmostofthebrutalitiesandinjusticesthatwerelevelledagainstthe
religioussectorwereasaresultofthelackofproperrepresentationofthe
religioussectorintheNationalDisasterManagementAdvisoryForum (MAC).We
believethathadthereligioussectorbeenproperlyrepresented,government
wouldhavebeenableatthatleveltomakebetterdecisionsregardingregulations
affectingthereligioussector.

3.3ThiscommitteeheardasubmissionbytheMinisterwhenweraisedthequestion
oflackofconsultationinthelightofSection6oftheDMAandherresponse
beingthatinSection27thereisnoconsultation.Thisgavetheimpressionthatif
theNCCCdidconsult,itwasjustafavourinsteadofourConstitutionalrightas
citizens.

4.CONCLUSION

Weoncemoreappreciatethisopportunityandhopethatthecommitteewillconsider



thesetwoproposalsbyCOCC.

Thankyou
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