
UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES 

TUESDAY, 15 MAY 2018 

Page: 1 

 

TUESDAY, 15 MAY 2018 

____ 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES 

____ 

 

The Council met at 14:03.  

 

The Deputy Chairperson took the Chair and requested members to 

observe a moment of silence for prayers or meditation. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP: Order hon members! May I be 

granted the opportunity by this House from this chair to express our 

belated happy Mothers Day to all the mothers in this House. 

[Applause.] 

 

I’m doing this hon members with the understanding that mothers play 

a very important role in constructing society because there is a 

believe that whether we like it or not the basic construction of 

society starts with the family. 
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Therefore, a mother plays a very strategic role an important and 

central role and it is that unit that will therefore shape the kind 

of society that we all want; and  

 

I believe that it is that society that will therefore contribute 

immensely in the creation of a non-racist, non-sexist democratic and 

a prosperous South Africa. 

 

Therefore, I would ask if there is any member who wishes to vent a 

notice of motion for us, can we just take you. Thank you. 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

 

Ms B A ENGELBRECHT: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting 

day of the House I shall move on behalf on the DA:  

 

That the House – 

 

(1) notes that our municipalities are losing vast amount of 

limited funds due to theft of copper in the electrical cable. 

The three Metros in Gauteng are currently losing R1 million 

per month in cable theft and it is estimated that nationally 

R500 million in copper is been exported.  
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(2) We wish that this House debates the necessity of amending the 

Second Hand Goods Act 6 of 2009 and the International Trade 

and Administration Act 71 of 2002 to ensure that copper 

trading becomes a serious criminal offence closing all 

loopholes in the sale of copper as well as the relevant 

legislative amendments required in order for copper to be 

declared a precious metal similar to gold and silver. I so 

move. 

 

Mr C HATTINGH: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of 

the House I shall move on behalf on the DA: 

 

That the House – 

 

(1) debates the section 38 Inquiry Report released by Judge 

Bernard Ngoepe on the 7 May 2018, confirming the harm caused 

by Minister Bathabile Dlamini in her previous role as the 

Minister of Social Development to the South African Social 

Security Agency, Sassa and potentially to the lives of 17 

million grant beneficiaries; and  

 

(2) further notes that retired Judge Bernard Ngoepe was appointed 

by the constitutional court in August 2017, to enquire and 
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report on the ongoing debacle at Sassa specifically to advise 

the court on whether Minister Dlamini had hand picked 

advisors to lead work streams that were set up as parallel 

mechanisms reporting directly to the Minister opposed to 

those within the institution and which directly undermine 

institutional efforts in meeting constitutional courts 

deadline; 

 

(3) As well as, the undermining of the basis of the 

constitutional court judgement referring to the Department of 

Social Development contract with service provider CPS to be 

invalid on grounds of irregular tender procedures. I so move.  

 

Mr J J LONDT: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of 

the House I shall move on behalf on the DA:  

 

That the House debates the successes and failures of provincial 

governments in South Africa since the start of the 5th Parliament 

in 2014. I so move. 

 

Mr F ESSACK: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of 

the House I shall move on behalf on the DA:  
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That the House - 

 

(1) calls upon the task team established by Cogta to report 

back on the investigation into the dire state of the Thaba 

Chweu Local Municipality. 

 

(2) A forensic investigation was initiated by impact and the 

damning results arrived at by an independent body not 

affiliated to any person or any political party was then 

handed to the mayor of Thabatshweu.  

 

(3) This forensic report is been withheld from the community 

and public as well as the media, which has resulted in a 

severe violent reaction from the community.  

 

(4) Chairperson, we cannot continue to play politics with 

people’s lives and destroy businesses resulting in further 

job loses. I wan to call on this House that this House 

resolve to debate the state of the Thaba Chweu Local 

Municipality. I so move. Thank you. 

 

Ms N P KONI: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of 

the House I shall move on behalf on the EFF:  
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That the House – 

 

(1) note the massacre of the people of Gaza by the brutal and 

ruthless apartheid state of Israel. People are getting shot 

and killed for demanding what we have always demanded, which 

is land and the right to self determination.  

 

(2) The Israel government has refused the right of Palestinians 

to self determination for far too long. It has imposed a 

military occupation on their land for over half a century.  

 

(3) Palestinians live in a permanent racist and military 

occupation despite many resolutions of the United Nations 

against Israel’s occupation.  

 

(4) We support the struggle of the Palestinian people and we 

cannot stand by and watch as they are butchered by the 

murderous apartheid Israel government. For years the people 

of Palestine have called for the world to isolate Israel 

through boycotts, divestments and sanctions to force Israel 

to end its illegal and colonial occupation of Gaza and the 

West Bank.  
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(5) While we welcome the decision by the South African 

government to recall its ambassador to Israel but this is 

not enough. South Africa must expel the Israel mission to 

our country as an example to the whole world. Thank you. I 

so move. 

 

Ms T G MPAMBO-SIBHUKWANA: I hereby give notice that on the next 

sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf on the DA:  

 

That the House debate the national state of health with the 

particular emphasis on the negative impact on the oncology 

department of KwaZulu-Natal and Steve Biko and Charlotte Maxeke 

hospitals in Gauteng. State hospitals in these provinces has been 

turning away sick patients with cancer in need of medical care 

due to issues such as shortage of doctors and a lack of machinery 

specific to chemotherapy. I so move Chairperson. 

 

Mr O S TERBLANCHE: I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day 

of the House I shall move on behalf on the DA:  

 

That the House debate the appalling state of roads in South 

Africa and the negative impact it has on the economy on economic 
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activity in the affected areas with an emphasis on a turnaround 

strategy. I so move. Thank you Chairperson.  

 

POLITICAL KILLINGS IN KWAZULU-NATAL 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Mr M RAYI: I hereby move behalf of the ANC without notice: 

 

That the Council – 

 

(1) notes with utmost concern the ongoing political killings in 

KwaZulu-Natal, which has led to the murder of several 

people for nefarious political reason that is driven by 

criminality and the need to silence political opponents and 

their families; 

 

(2) also notes that the political killings and violence in the 

province have reached a crisis level that demonstrates 

utter disregard of the law and human life; 

 

(3) takes this opportunity to convey its heartfelt condolences 

to the family of Cllr Musawenkosi “Maqatha” Mchunu for the 
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loss of a tireless servant who dedicated his entire life to 

working for his community and serving the ANC; 

 

(4) calls on the Minister of Police to wage a concerted battle 

against political killings and ensure that the perpetrators 

are made to face the full might of the law. 

 

Agreed to.  

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP: The handwriting here is not ... 

[Inaudible.] Motara! This is not Motara. I have Magwebu. You are on 

the list. The second member is Motara. Hell! I will use my 

handwriting from now on.  

 

RULING ON DE LILLE’S MAYORAL POSITION 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Ms T MOTARA: I move on behalf of the ANC without notice: 

 

That the Council - 
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(1) notes the ruling of Judge Gambles’ order on the DA’s 

termination of the membership of the Western Cape mayor, 

Patricia De Lille; 

 

(2) further notes that that ruling of Judge Gamble effectively 

means that Mayor Patricia De Lille returns to be mayor of 

the City of Cape Town with immediate effect, putting in 

shambles any plans to appoint an interim mayor and mayoral 

committee; 

 

(3) takes this opportunity as well to welcome the return of 

former Eastern Cape Premier, Nosimo Balindlela, who left 

the ANC to join the DA in 2012; 

 

(4) takes this opportunity to welcome Comrade Nosimo Balindlela 

back to the ANC; and 

 

(5) expresses its utmost concern about the crisis that is 

facing the City of Cape Town, which will affect the 

delivery of services in Cape Town. 

 

GOVERNMENT BUILDS SHACKS 
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(Draft Resolution) 

 

Ms B A ENGELBRECHT: I move on behalf of the Democratic Alliance 

without notice: 

 

That the Council – 

 

(1) condemns the fruitless and wasteful expenditure of R27 

million that was wasted by the ANC eKurhuleni Municipality 

to build shacks against the wishes of the Thembu informal 

settlement; instead of using this money like the DA 

government would to build decent RDP homes; 

 

(2) condemns the fact that these shacks were built around open 

mine shafts and sink holes - an area which is unsuitable for 

human habitation; and 

 

(3) further condemns the excessive R34 200 excluding VAT that 

was spent on just 40m² structures each. 

 

Mr E MAKUE: That statement is completely untrue. 
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The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Okay. The way we 

craft our motions - that is what I have learnt – members would start 

and raise an issue in the middle of the motion. I would therefore 

caution that let our motions be clear. The motion says that 

government build shacks. It won’t be true because there is a policy 

on housing that was introduced in 1994 around the construction of 

houses. Therefore, hon member I would put it to you in question 

form. You say that government had built shacks ... [Interjections.] 

 

Mr J W W JULIUS: Deputy Chair, this is a motion without notice. The 

member has every right to object to it, that is the Rule that 

stands. There is no Rule here that says, you must correct yourself 

because otherwise people feel that ... you might not know what 

happened there or eKurhuleni. The member is speculating now at this 

stage. Although there is a policy, people can still build shacks, a 

municipality can make a mistake, so, it is based on that. Thank you. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Thank you very much 

for that intervention. I just wanted to check because I didn’t pick 

that one up. Nevertheless, hon Julius is absolutely correct. In your 

motion you say whatever you like. If there is an objection to the 

motion let there be.  
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MOTION OF CONDOLENCE 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Mr D STOCK: I move on behalf of the ANC without notice: 

 

That the Council – 

 

(1) notes with sadness the death of the traditional leader of 

the !Xun community in the Northern Cape, Reverend Kapilolo 

Marion Mahong;  

 

(2) further notes that Chief Mahongo died in a car accident 

near the Plaatfontein settlement outside of Kimberley on 

Sunday, 13 May 2018; 

 

(3) also notes that Chief Mahongo was also a performer and a 

traditional story teller who was part of the Kulimatji Nge 

project, which recorded the San music performed by his 

community; and 

 

(4) therefore pass our deepesr condolences to the family and 

the !Xun community in this time of bereavement. 
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Agreed to. 

 

TRANSNET REPORT 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Mr W F FABER (DA): I move on behalf of the Democratic Alliance 

without notice: 

 

That the Council –  

 

(1) notes that the 7 December 2017 report by Werksman Law Firm 

found that Brian Molefe lied to the Transnet Board to 

inflate the controversial 1064 locomotives tender from which 

Gupta family linked businesses scored billions of rands in 

kickbacks from R38 billion to R54,5 billion; 

 

(2) notes that this is a difference of R16,5 billion in the 

tender; 

 

(3) further notes that the transaction is described as clod, 

incorrupt and reckless activity; 
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(4) notes that the report recommended that the conduct of 

Molefe, current Transnet chief executive officer Siyabonga 

Gama and former Transnet Rail freight chief procurement 

officer Samsanqua Jijaya, should be investigated; 

 

(5) further notes that Minister Pravin Gordan also criticised 

the Transnet Board and accused it of deliberately stalling 

on taking action against individuals implicated in 

corruption worth billions of rands; and 

 

(6) requests that the relevant select committee conducts a 

 thorough investigation based on this report and that all 

persons involved in corruption be charged criminally. 

 

Agreed to. 

 

BUS STRIKE ENDS 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Ms T G MPAMBO-SIBHUKWANA (DA): I move on behalf of the DA without 

notice: 
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That the Council – 

 

(1) ommends the agreement reached during the negotiation 

proceedings with trade unions representing bus workers; and 

 

(2) also congratulates the role players who were able to 

negotiate the end of the strike as it severely affected 

people’s ability  to get to work, which resulted in higher 

transport costs over  the past month. 

 

Agreed to. 

 

THE NORTH WEST PREMIER HAS RESIGNED 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

Mr J W W JULIUS: Chairperson, on behalf of the DA I move without 

notice: 

 

That the Council – 

 

(1) notes the in action by the ANC in the North West Province is 

hampering service delivery; 
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(2) further notes that the hard headed stands of the North West 

Premier Supra Mahumapelo and subsequent failure by the ANC 

to fire him live this province in limbo; 

 

(3) also notes that Mahumapelo resigned as premier sending a 

letter to himself as ANC Chairperson followed by chairing 

the urgent PEC meeting he himself called which rejected the 

resignation letter that he wrote then placed himself on 

special leave and appointed his co-accused Ms Wendy Nelson 

as Acting-Premier; 

 

(4) further understands that instead of firing this alleged 

corrupt premier, the ANC led by President Ramaphosa is now 

abusing government interventions to deal with a purely 

political matter because they can’t discipline their own 

comrades. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Before I ask the 

House, you referred to somebody by saying Mahupelo. Did you want to 

say Mahumapelo? I had you saying Mahupelo. 

 

Mr J W W JULIUS: Maybe that is what you heard but I said Mahumapelo. 
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The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): That is why I 

want to check with you whether if you are clear. Is there any 

objection to the motion? In the light of an objection therefore the 

motion shall read as a notice. 

 

BRYTALLY KILLING OF THE COUNCILOR IN KZN 

 

(Draft Resolution) 

 

IsiZulu: 

Mnu M KHAWULA: Ngiyathokoza Sekela Sihlalo ohloniphekile ... 

[Ubuwelewele.] 

 

English: 

Chairperson, on behalf of the IFP I move without notice: 

 

That the House – 

 

(1) express its deepest condolences to the Dlamini family, 

relatives and friends on the passing away of Councilor 

Sbuyiselo Dlamini on Friday 11 May 2018;  
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(2) notes that Councilor Dlamini was brutally murdered by a 

gunmen in Ulundi whilst driving home from community service 

in the late afternoon;  

 

(3) acknowledges that Councilor Sbuyiselo was a member of the IFP 

National Council, an Executive Committee member of Zululand 

District Municipality chairing the Planning Portfolio 

Committee of the municipality and the IFP Youth Brigade 

Chairperson of the Zululand District;  

 

(4) further acknowledges that Comrade Sbuyiselo was a hard-

working and a dedicated member and leader of the IFP and IFP 

Youth Brigade. He is survived by his fiancée Ms Nombuso 

Sikhakhane, his mother Mrs Magabela Dlamini, his son 

Khethelo, there brothers and one sister; and  

 

(5) lastly, calls upon the law enforcement agencies of our 

country to do everything in their power to ensure that his 

killers and their masters who sanctioned his death are 

brought to book. Comrade Dlamini will be laid to rest on 

Thursday 17th May 2018 in Ulundi. 
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Mr L P M NZIMANDE: The member refers it as a notice of motion. It is 

important but it is a notice of a motion because he said he asked 

the House in the next sitting. It is very import. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Can I be allowed 

to establish from the member if he really said what that because we 

are now with motions without notice? What do you say about that, hon 

Khawula? 

 

Mr M KHAWULA: My motion is a motion without notice. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Without notice? 

 

Mr M KHAWULA: Yes. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Okay it is fine. 

 

Motion agreed to in accordance with section 65 of the Constitution.  

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Hon members, let 

me apologise upfront and appeal to you for indulgence. We have 20 

minutes for motions in terms of the rules and I have already allowed 

motions to go as far as 30 minutes before we even get into the 
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Debate and I can see hands are coming up and so forth. So, may you 

allow me to allow those hands first preference in the next sitting? 

There is a whole list here of names, so if you agree to that, you 

agree to that because we are already at 30 minutes and Rule says 20 

minutes I already gave you extra 10 minutes. So, can we proceed with 

the business of the House? 

 

Mr J J LONDT: Chairperson, I just want to know on what basis do you 

allow members to speak on motions without notice because not a 

single member from the Western Cape was allowed to speak on a motion 

without notice. You just started the one hand at the one province 

and move to the others or do you choose one from each province or 

can you just decide who you want to allow and who you don’t want to 

allow because the perception that gets created is that you seldom 

look to your left when we do this motions and we will adhere to your 

request but this is not the first time this happening. Now, you 

already went over 10 minutes and this doesn’t have to become a 

debate, you can just allow the rest of the people on the speaker’s 

list but that is in your hand but I am just raising a perception 

that there is and it is not the first time that the perception gets 

created. 
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The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr A J Nyambi): Can I make a 

ruling on that? Now, allow me to make a ruling, hon member. The 

member was raising a point of concern. I might decide or I might say 

that it is unjustified because even allowed a member from the 

Western Cape and others from that province, so, it is unfounded but 

if it is concern that he is raising that they wanted to speak on 

this particular motion, we take note of the concern raised. If it is 

a matter that he is suggesting that moving forward that in dealing 

with motion, we must first give preferences to provinces and 

therefore allow other members but having allowed other provinces. It 

is a point. It is a concern and it is genuine. We can look into that 

moving forward. Thank you very much. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 

RECREATION – JOINT OVERSIGHT WITH THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL 

SERVICES TO THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE 

 

Ms L L ZWANE: Chairperson and hon members, may I ask for your 

indulgence, Chairperson, to give a narrative of all the reports 

seriatim and do the voting thereafter for all of them? 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Hon Zwane, we are 

expecting you to report! 
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Ms L L ZWANE: Yes, there are four reports, Chair. What I’m asking is 

to give a report on all of them, and then the voting could come at 

the end of all the reports.  

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Okay, I see the 

point of hon Zwane. [Interjections.] No, it’s not a crisis. When we 

have to adopt a report, then we vote by report. It is because that’s 

how it has been done. On what point are you rising, hon member? 

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: Chair, with due respect ... 

 

Setswana: 

... re kopa gore mama a re balele pegelo ka bongwe, morago ga foo go 

diriwe ditlhopho tsa pegelo ka go latelana ga tsona. Re dirile seno 

ka rre Sefako le rre Ximbi. Ga re a itlhaganelela gope gonne re mo 

tirong go lo fa.  

 

English: 

Hon Ximbi once read more than five reports. So, she can do the same. 

Mama, we are not in a hurry, we are here to work. So read, then we 

will listen! Please! 

 

Ms L L ZWANE: Chairperson, can you rule? 
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The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Hon members, there 

is an objection to the suggestion and I don’t want to subject this 

House on that. We have never on a matter like this ... 

[Interjections.] No, no, no! I am saying, we have never on a matter 

like this. Nothing prohibits the suggestion from happening. But it 

can be allowed if there is an objection and there is nothing that we 

can do about it. Hon Zwane, can you present the reports!  

 

Ms L L ZWANE: Chairperson, may I present the report of the Select 

Committee on Education and Recreation a joint oversight visit with 

the Select Committee on Social Services to the KwaZulu-Natal 

Province which was held on 4-8 September 2017.  

 

The visit was directed to the institutions of Higher Education, the 

institutions under the Department of Arts and Culture and also the 

institutions under Sports and Recreation. One institution that was 

visited by the committee in terms of the oversight mandate as per 

the Constitution was the University of KwaZulu-Natal.  

 

Both the institutions that we visited under Higher Education, the 

University of KwaZulu-Natal and the eThekwini Technical Vocational 

Education and Training, TVET, College, were the institutions that 
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had serious challenges that we had to go and look into as the 

committee.  

 

Such challenges and observations by the committee were the National 

Student Financial Aid Scheme, NSFAS, issue that is problematic in 

most of the Higher Education institutions that has not been 

thoroughly dealt with by NSFAS offices and the Department of Higher 

Education. The issue of infrastructure was another problem. When we 

visited the University of KwaZulu-Natal, we found that they also had 

a problem on accommodation for students.  

 

Another problem was that they didn’t have sufficient money to erect 

accommodation for students, and there was an infrastructure backlog 

in so far as also the lecture rooms are concerned. There were also 

issues of governance, where there was a problem of being able to get 

senior lectures that are taking the job with the university.  

 

With regards to eThekwini TVET College, the institution is badly 

dilapidated. Also, there was no operation between the lecturers, and 

the Student Representative Council, SRC, and the College Council. 

There were issues also relating to a bad governance and 

misappropriation of funds.  
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The recommendations of the committee were as follows: There is a 

need for a meeting for all stakeholders involved. The committee also 

suggested or recommended that the committee take yet another trip 

back to KwaZulu-Natal to go and thresh out these issues. The issue 

was brought before the attention of the Department of Higher 

Education and Training and the Deputy Minister undertook to go and 

thresh out the issues at hand.  

 

Lastly, the committee recommended that, the Department of Higher 

Education and Training, through the officials in the province, 

should play a more visible and stricter role in terms of curbing the 

situation because students were protesting in that college. With 

Respect to Arts and Culture, the institution that we visited was the 

Durban Playhouse. It is an institution that is very well-kept, but 

unfortunately, it’s an institution that is not used maximally. 

Therefore, it needs some form of concerted marketing.  

 

Also, what we found out on our observation is that the artists in 

general in the province, are not yet using the institution for 

purposes of recordings. Also, they are hosting some very important 

festivals like the Women’s Arts Festival and the Shakespeare Schools 

Art Festival. Our recommendations as the committee were as follows:  
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Since Durban Playhouse structure is built in the sea, the 

institution and the Department of Arts and Culture in the province 

need to ensure that the pumps that are pushing the water back to the 

sea are always functional. Secondly, there seems to be a trend 

whereby the festivals that are conducted, do not embrace a full 

rural footprint, African literature and art work. 

 

We also recommended that, the stories and arts and culture that is 

performed and preserved there, should also embrace the indigenous 

people in a growing way, and that eThekwini Metro should also assist 

in funding this institution and that the Department of Arts and 

Culture of nationally and provincially should assist in ensuring 

that we relook in the issue of resident artists which used to be 

there in times of the apartheid regime.  

 

On Sport and Recreation, we visited Moses Mabhida Stadium. Again, 

our observation was that this stadium is not maximally used and it 

is competing with many other stadia in then country. Also, the 

taking, or the renting or the selling of the presidential suites is 

very slow. Also, there is a budget maintenance problem as the 

stadium is actually exposed to the hostile climate. 
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The recommendations of the committee were that, there has to be 

structural adjustment to meet operational requirements of the 

stadium; the possibility of bringing in retail shops, in order to 

derive more income that could also assist in pushing up the income 

that the stadium needs for maintenance purposes and the need to also 

increase safety measures in order to prevent vandalism. 

 

Chairperson, this is the report of the Select Committee on Education 

and Recreation on a joint oversight visit with the Select Committee 

on Social Services to the KwaZulu-Natal Province. On behalf of the 

Select Committee I then move that the house adopts the report with 

recommendations from the committee. Thank you.  

 

Debate concluded.  

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape.  

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance of section 65 of the 

Constitution. 
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The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): Yes, can I hear 

your point, hon Mokwele? 

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: I’m just checking in terms of North West, who has 

given the provincial leader the mandate, since the province is non-

functional? 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP (Mr R J Tau): No, that’s not a 

point of order. Therefore, it is not considered. Can we then proceed 

with the second order, hon secretary? 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 

RECREATION JOINT OVERSIGHT VISIT WITH THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL 

SERVICES TO THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE 

 

Ms L L ZWANE: Chairperson, may I present the Report of Select 

Committee on Education and Recreation, as a joint oversight with the 

Select Committee on Social Services to the province of KwaZulu-Natal 

that was held on the 4th to the 8th of September 2017. The visit was 

directed to the institutions of higher education as well as 

institutions under the Department of Arts and Culture and also 

institutions under sports and recreation. 
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One institution that was visited by the committee in terms of the 

oversight mandate as per the Constitution was the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal. Both the institutions that we visited under the 

higher education, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and the Thekwini 

Technical Vocational Education and Training, TVET, College, were 

institutions that had certain serious challenges that we had to go 

and look into as a committee.  

 

Challenges and observations by the committee were the National 

Student Financial Aid Scheme, NSFAS, issue that is problematic in 

most of the higher education institutions that have not been 

thoroughly dealt with by NSFAS offices and the Department of Higher 

Education. 

 

The issue also of infrastructure; when we visited the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal we found that the problem that they had was 

accommodation for students. Also, the problem was that they did not 

have sufficient money to erect accommodation for students. There was 

also infrastructure backlog in so far as the lecture rooms are 

concerned. 
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There were also issues of governance where there was a problem of 

being able to get senior lectures that are taking the job with the 

university. 

 

With regard to Thekwini TVET College, again the institution is badly 

dilapidated and there was no co-operation between the lecturers and 

the Student Representative Council, SRC, and the college council. 

There were also issues relating to bad governance and 

misappropriation of funds.  

 

The recommendations of the committee were that there needs to be a 

meeting between all the stakeholders involved and the committee also 

suggested or recommended that we take yet another trip back to 

KwaZulu-Natal to go and trash out these issues. The issues were 

brought before the attention of the Department of Higher Education 

and Training and the Deputy Minister undertook to go and trash out 

the issues. 

 

Lastly, the committee recommended that the Department of Higher 

Education through the officials in the province should play a more 

visible and strict role in terms of curbing the situation because 

the students were protesting in that college. 
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With respect to arts and culture, the institution that we visited 

was the Durban Playhouse. It is an institution that is very well 

kept, but unfortunately it is an institution that is not used 

maximally and therefore it needs some kind of considered marketing. 

Also, what we found out as an observation is that the artists in 

general in the province are not yet using the institution for 

purposes of recordings. 

 

Also, they are hosting some very important festivals like the 

women’s art festival, the school Shakespear’s festival and our 

recommendations was that: Firstly, because this structure is built 

in the sea, the institution and the Department of Arts and Culture 

and the province need to ensure that the pumps that are pushing  

water back to the sea are always functional. Secondly, there seems 

to be a trend whereby the festivals that are conducted do not 

embrace a full rural footprint, African literature and artwork.  

 

We also did recommend that the stories and arts and culture that is 

performed and preserved there should also embrace the indigenous 

people in a growing way and that eThekwini Metro should also assist 

in funding this institution and that the Department of Arts and 

Culture both nationally and provincially should assist in ensuring 
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that we relook at the issue of the resident artists that used to be 

there in times of the apartheid regime. 

 

With regard to sports and recreation, we visited the Moses Mabhida 

Stadium. Again our observation was that this stadium is not 

maximally used and it is competing with many other stadiums or 

stadia in the country and again is that the taking or the renting or 

the selling of the Presidential suits is very slow. There is also a 

budget maintenance problem as the stadium is actually exposed to the 

coastal climate.  

 

The recommendations of the committee were that there has to be 

structural adjustments to meet the operational requirements of the 

stadium. Also, the possibility of bringing in retail shops in order 

to derive more of income could assist in pushing up the income that 

the stadium needs for maintenance purposes and the need to also 

increase safety measures in order to prevent vandalism.  

 

Chairperson, this is the report of the Select Committee on Education 

and Recreation on a joint oversight with the Select Committee on 

Social Services. On behalf of the select committee, I then move that 

the House adopts the report with recommendations from the committee. 

Thank you, Chair. [Applause.]  
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Debate concluded. 

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted.  

 

In Favour: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape. 

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance of section 65 of the 

Constitution. 

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP: Yes, hon Mokwele, what is your 

point of order? 

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: Hon Chairperson, my point of order is: I am just 

checking in terms of North West, as to who has given the provincial 

leader the mandate since the province is nonfunctional?  

 

The DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE NCOP: Hon member that is not the point 

of order. It is not considered. Can we then proceed with the second 

order. The hon Secretary. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 

RECREATION - OVERSIGHT VISIT TO ROBBEN ISLAND MUSEUM 
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Ms L L ZWANE: Chairperson, may I present the Report of the Select 

Committee on Education and Recreation on the Visit to Robben Island 

Museum.  

 

IsiXhosa: 

Isithwalandwe 

 

Sesotho: 

Seaparankoe. 

 

English: 

Former President Nelson Mandela, in his address at the Heritage Day 

celebrations on Robben Island in 1997, made the following remarks: 

 

In affirming a joint heritage in this place, we are reminded 

that our noble ideals were spurred on even more by their long 

denial, that today’s unity is a triumph over yesterday’s 

division and conflict.  

 

He went further to say: 
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With democracy, we have the opportunity to ensure that our 

institutions reflect the history in a way that respects the 

heritage of all our citizens. 

 

The year 2018 marks the centenary of Madiba’s birth. It cannot be a 

time of focusing only on his life. The year 2018 is full of other 

significant anniversaries, from the 25th anniversary of both Chris 

Hani’s assassination and the 1993 negotiated settlement, to the 

centenary of Mama Sisulu’s birth. The Arts and Culture and heritage 

sector contributes to social cohesion, nation-building and economic 

empowerment.  

 

During the visit the committee made the following observations: 

There are issues relating to the governance of the museum; there 

were issues that affect the museum in so far as the collection of 

revenue is concerned; and there were infrastructure issues where 

there has to be renovation and upgrading to some of the structures 

without interfering with historical aesthetics. Some of the issues 

that we observed which are positive are that the Robben Island 

Museum has attained an unqualified audit opinion from 2010 to 2016 

and the museum has been able to co-operate with other structures to 

strengthen governance and financial controls.  
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The other issues that the committee took note of, which are part of 

the challenges is that the current funding model does not take into 

account the fact that Robben Island Museum is a World Heritage Site. 

Funding required is for proper facilities to house Mayibuye 

collections; an interpretation centre at the Nelson Mandela Gateway 

to accommodate no-boat days when there is bad weather; and holistic 

interpretation of the Island to supplement funds derived from 

National Lottery. There is also huge staff expenditure.  

 

The recommendations of the committee were the following: The 

infrastructure development should be accelerated to finalise its 

Built Environment Management Framework for all the sites to ensure 

proper planning and maintenance of buildings; although the animals 

like rabbits and deer are culled, there has to be an explanation to 

the people as why that is done by the island; the Robben Island 

Museum should ensure that there is a boat that is owned by a black 

company, which is hired to ferry people to the island; local people 

should be given an opportunity to also sell their products in the 

curio shop; the entity should make way to take back its collection 

from the University of the Western Cape; the entity should find ways 

and means to increase their revenue generation; and the funding 

model of the Department of Arts and Culture should address the issue 
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that the entity is a World Heritage Site. 

 

Chairperson, those were the recommendations of the committee and on 

behalf of the Select Committee on Education and Recreation, I move 

for the acceptance of the Report. 

 

Debate concluded.  

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape. 

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance of section 65 of the 

Constitution. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 

RECREATION – JOINT STUDY TOUR WITH SELECT COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL 

SERVICES TO INDONESIA, SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA 

 

Ms L L ZWANE: Deputy Chairperson, may I present the Report of the 

Joint Study Tour between the Committee for Education and Recreation 
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and social services to Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia dated the 

9th to 21st July 2017.  

 

Starting with Indonesia, the Indonesian education system is the 

fourth largest in the world with 54 million students, 3 million 

teachers, and 300,000 schools. Education from primary to high school 

is compulsory. Primary and middle school education is free, while in 

high school, there are relatively small fees payable. The completion 

rate for Indonesian primary schools is high. Student—teacher ratio 

is 19:1. In other institutions is 24:1. 

 

There were challenges that we picked up when it relates to ferrying 

textbooks to other islands and also getting teachers prepared to 

teach in the remote areas. Twenty percent of the country’s budget 

goes to education.  

 

In Vocational education, there are 4,6 million students, with the 

majority of them studying in the field of technology and engineering 

constituting 33%, and Energy and Mining sector 0,29%. Indonesia 

wants to have a vocational education system that is competitive and 

results in students being employable. 
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With regard to Singapore, education is managed by the Ministry of 

Education, and he exercises control on both public institutions and 

supervises and advises the private institutions. For both private 

and state schools, there are varying extents of autonomy in the 

dispensation of the curriculum. Twenty percent of the budget again 

goes to education in this country. Vocational education has been an 

important part of Singapore’s unique economic planning since 1992, 

where it began to transform and change the perception of vocational 

education and decided to transform the entire sector to be seen not 

as a place of last resort or as a place of underachieving pupils. 

Since 1995, enrolment in vocational schools has doubled, and now it 

is sitting at 65% and enrols students between the ages 16 and 18. 

 

Vocational education in Singapore is inexpensive as compared to 

university education, as it is 96% subsidised and some of the 

students benefit from bursaries from the private sector. 

 

There is what is called the Singapore Discovery Centre which is run 

in partnership with National Department of Education. It rollout 

some outreach programmes and it is updated regularly to meet the 

changing the needs of the Ministry of Education in Singapore. 

The hallmark of the Singapore Discovery Centre has been experiential 

learning and supporting Minister of Education’s focus on the kind of 
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education that is student-centric and value driven and meeting the 

demands of the 21st century competences. 

 

With regard to Malaysia, the committee focused on Higher Education. 

Malaysians operate the Malaysian Blueprint 2015 to 2025 for 

education. It is the title of the Blueprint, which is a clear plan 

on its higher education and they have certain specific focus areas.  

 

Malaysia has got five research universities and 11 comprehensive 

universities. The research universities have been improving their 

world ratings over the years such that the top ranked university is 

number 114 in the world and has improved from 133 during the 2016-17 

financial year. Eleven subjects offered at university level in the 

top 50 in the world. Seventy-five percent of the graduates that are 

produced by the universities are employable in the country. 

 

The study tour by the Select Committee on Education and Recreation 

was a revelation for the Committee because we learned a lot insofar 

as the areas of the Technical and Vocational Education and Training, 

TVET, Colleges are concerned. We would implore, if it is possible, 

the budget allowing, that our affected departments, particularly the 

Department of Higher Education goes to learn things from those 
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countries because the TVET Colleges are operating at a very high 

standard. 

 

On behalf of the Select Committee on Education and Recreation, I 

move that this report with recommendations is adopted by the House.  

 

Debate concluded. 

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape. 

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance of section 65 of the 

Constitution.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND AND MINERAL 

RESOURCES – INTERNATIONAL STUDY TOUR TO AUSTRALIA FROM 21 TO 28 

OCTOBER 2017 

 

Mr O J SEFAKO: Chairperson and hon members, I table before the 

Council the report of the Select Committee on Land and Mineral 

Resources. This report is written in a period in which the global 
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community celebrates the centenary anniversary of the icon, the 

legend, whose words and deeds contributed to the demise of the 

brutal apartheid regime and led to the birth of the democratic South 

Africa. The Select Committee on Land and Mineral Resources undertook 

an international tour, a study tour, to Australia between 

21 and 28 October 2017.  

 

During his state of the nation address, the former President of the 

Republic of South Africa, Jacob Zuma, focused on a number of 

challenges facing the country, amongst others food security. He 

placed emphasis on Operation Phakisa – the ocean economy – as one of 

those pillars that can assist in the alleviation of poverty. It is 

against this background that the Select Committee on Land and 

Mineral Resources benchmarked with the Australian aquaculture 

industry. They are advanced, of course, in terms of their 

aquaculture policies and legislative framework.  

 

The committee visited Australia, conducted site visits in quite a 

number of areas, and engaged in discussions. The committee visited 

the department of agriculture in Australia, also Bribie Island and 

the Port Stephens Fisheries Institute. It also visited ... Chair, 

this is a voluminous document. You will allow me to ...  
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Setswana: 

Go itaya mabala a kgaka. 

 

English: 

The committee visited Tailor Made Fish Farms Pty Ltd. The Tailor 

Made Fish Farm has been operating as a fully functional production 

system for over 19 years and has developed an easy-to-operate, land-

based, modular fish production system that is both sustainable and 

environmentally responsible. Production of year-round premium 

quality fish and vegetables is achieved through compact and 

controlled production areas, using much less water than conventional 

methods. It was a very important, impressive system which can, of 

course, easily be utilised in our country.  

 

As I have indicated that ...  

 

Setswana: 

... ke tla e itaya mabala a kgaka. 

 

English: 

I will then go to the recommendations of the committee. The 

committee intends to study the outcome of the study tour closely 

when the Aquaculture Act is reviewed, with a particular intent to 
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study the policy and provisions for enabling aquaculture 

development, whilst shouldering as much of the work towards legal 

compliance and infrastructure development as possible. The committee 

noted that the Australian model, whilst not perfect in terms 

national – that is federal – and provincial – that is state – 

synergy in legislation, provides a clear example of state 

involvement in developing aquaculture zones and ensuring legal 

compliance, environmental sustainability and economic viability.  

 

The Australian experience further emphasised the need for strong 

technical support from government in terms of market access and 

market stimulation, as well as dedicated research and development 

support in order to ensure that companies capitalise on local 

markets and opportunities. The committee further recommends that 

discussions are held with the Department of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries, as well as its research support institutions 

regarding aspects of the Australian industry that could benefit 

South Africa.  

 

In particular, the committee proposes investigating closer ties 

between South African counterparts and the research institutions at 

Bribie Island and Port Stephens with the aim to investigate the 

following: investigating the possibility of developing cobia 
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aquaculture along the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal coastline; 

studying the Australian experience regarding developing cost-

effective feeds for their kingfish, which is yellowtail, and 

mulloway, which is cob, and culture technology in order to determine 

whether the local industry can benefit; investigating the 

opportunity to study and potentially use the fortress cage 

technology under development in Australia, as these near-shore and 

offshore fish cages hold great potential for high-energy shores and 

could play a role in South African aquaculture; investigating the 

possibility of facilitating farmer and student training between the 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and the Port 

Stephens facility; and liaising with the Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries and the Department of Rural Development and 

Land Reform in terms of their plans for small-scale, family-based 

aquaculture development and to investigate the possibility of 

developing small-scale aquaculture systems for freshwater 

environments, as were observed at the barramundi farm of Tailor Made 

Fish Farms.  

 

I move that the report be adopted. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

Debate concluded. 
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Question put: That the Report be adopted. 

 

Ms N P KONI: Chairperson, the study tour to Australia gave insight 

into how we can use our ... 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): What is that province? 

 

Ms N P KONI: It is a declaration for the Northern Cape.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Province? 

 

Ms N P KONI: It is the Northern Cape.  

 

Mr D STOCK: Chair, as the province, we don’t have a mandate, unless 

the member is doing a declaration ...  

 

Ms N P KONI: No, it’s not a mandate, Chair. It is a declaration! 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Thank you. That is why I 

wanted to be sure. Hon Koni, take your seat.  

 

Ms N P KONI: No, it is not a mandate. It is a declaration.  
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Yes, but it is done in 

accordance with Rule 71. In terms of Rule 71, it is provinces, so 

you must have a mandate from the province.  

 

Voting.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape.  

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance with section 65 of the 

Constitution.  

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: On a point of order, Chairperson. I just want to 

check why a delegate from the Northern Cape was not given an 

opportunity to put in the declaration? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): It is because, firstly, it 

was not the head of the delegate, and secondly, it is because we are 

doing this in terms of Rule 71, and it is very clear how to do that.  

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: Chair, in terms of the very same Rule, the head of 

delegation, especially from the Northern Cape, has never discussed – 

yes, I am the Chief Whip of my delegates – has never been given a 
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mandate to negotiate with the delegates from the very same province. 

So, it cannot be that the member from the very same province is 

denied an opportunity to put in a declaration. Because you have 

ruled in my absence, how I wish I was in the House to defend our 

declaration. What you did, Chair, is totally wrong.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Thank you, hon Mokwele. I am 

not going to be subjected to being questioned.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS – 

OVERSIGHT VISIT TO GAUTENG METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITIES OF 

EKURHULENI, JOHANNESBURG AND TSHWANE DURING PERIOD 4 TO 5 SEPTEMBER 

2017 TO ASSESS SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH UTILISATION OF 

CONDITIONAL GRANTS 

 

Mr C J DE BEER: Hon Chairperson, metropolitan municipalities are the 

urban centres where economic growth and employment creation can be 

driven. However, there are challenges related to spatial legacies of 

the past that resulted in spatial fragmentation and low density 

settlement patterns. The spatial fragmentation of urban areas 

deepens inequality and the exclusion of the poor, and is a 

constraint to economic growth, thus weakening fiscal sustainability. 

Metropolitan municipalities face three major urban development ...  
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Sorry, hon de Beer, let me 

listen to hon Chabangu. Hon Chabangu, why are you standing? 

 

Mr M M CHABANGU: I’m standing because you said hon de Beer is the 

chairperson. He’s the acting chairperson, not the chairperson. 

[Laughter.] [Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): The correction is in order. 

It’s sustained. Continue, acting chairperson of Appropriations.  

 

Mr M M CHABANGU: [Inaudible.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): No, I’m agreeing with you. 

Yes. He’s the acting chairperson of Appropriations. You are correct. 

Thank you. Continue, hon de Beer.  

 

Mr C J DE BEER: Let’s get serious. Metropolitan municipalities face 

three major urban development priorities: 

 

Firstly, spatial integration that seeks to expand access to 

affordable integrated human settlements and improve mobility through 

investment in integrated public transport systems;  
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Secondly, the need for expanded investment in core infrastructure 

that supports inclusive densification in targeted urban integration 

zones, universal access to basic services, asset refurbishment and 

replacement; and 

 

Thirdly, deeper access to private financing to expand resources 

available for investment through longer tenure debt, broader 

participation and innovation in financial instruments and less 

reliance on conditional grants. 

 

The objectives of the oversight visit were:  

 

Firstly, to assess the spatial development programmes of the Gauteng 

metros as well as the utilisation of conditional grants when 

addressing the fragmentation of spatial development; 

 

Secondly, to assess the spending patterns of the various grants;  

 

Thirdly, to evaluate whether the infrastructure projects have met 

the objectives;  

 

Fourthly, to evaluate the expanded investment in core infrastructure 

development; and 
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Finally, to assess whether municipalities have maintenance plans in 

place for their infrastructure delivered.  

 

What were our observations? The spatial development programmes of 

the three metros are geared towards propoor development with the aim 

of addressing the inequalities of the past, driving future growth 

towards creating inclusiveness and ensuring that services are rolled 

out to informal areas.  

 

All there metros’ spatial development programmes are aligned with 

the National Treasury’s spatial development framework for cities.  

 

All three metros were spending their conditional grants allocations 

accordingly, with the aim of ensuring the implementation of the 

spatial development framework.  

 

However, the metros had challenges in spending and reporting 

regularly with regard to the integrated city development grant.  

 

The committee inspected two housing projects run by the City of 

Johannesburg and the other by the City of Tshwane, and these 

projects meet the spatial objectives of integration and 

inclusiveness in terms of it being mixed income housing projects. 
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All three metros reported a high degree of compliance with regard to 

the national norms of access to basic services. However, it is 

difficult to determine whether poor households are provided with 

adequate provision to basic services as reports by the three metros 

refer to service delivery to all households.  

 

All three metros were working towards building an integrated 

transport network for Gauteng through the Bus Rapid Transport, BRT, 

system and expanding the routes. The BRT systems are operational in 

the cities of Johannesburg and Tshwane.  

 

However, the Ekurhuleni Municipality is experiencing some challenges 

which include the BRT project that is behind schedule, as it was in 

2017. It is supposed to be completed by the end of 2018 and some of 

the bus stations that were constructed are in a poor state due to 

the project delays.  

 

If we look at the maintenance of infrastructure, all three metros 

have maintenance plans in place with accompanying budgets. 

Maintenance and repair allocations increased between 5,4% and 

8,8% in the three years from 2016 to the end of the 2017-18 

financial year.  
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If we look at the recommendations, the three metros should ensure 

that the four conditional grants are used in a manner that 

complements each other in order to implement their spatial 

development plans. 

 

The three metros, due to interdependence and inter-relatedness, 

should identify opportunities to create synergies across the spatial 

development plans in order to maximise spatial urban development 

objectives.  

 

The City of Ekurhuleni should urgently attend to its BRT system 

which is behind schedule, as well as the poor state of its 

infrastructure, such as the station frames that were found to be in 

a poor condition.  

 

The City of Johannesburg should ensure that its future units within 

the land assembly integrated human settlements project are also 

user-friendly for people with disabilities.  

 

The National Treasury, as well as the sector departments responsible 

for the various conditional grants, should strengthen their 

monitoring and support to metros to ensure that grant funding is 

spent in full. 
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The National Treasury, Department of Transport and the Department of 

Human Settlements responsible for the various urban development 

conditional grants, should provide both financial and nonfinancial 

performance reports for the urban development grants for the past 

five years up to the period ending 30 June 2017 to the committee 

within 30 days after this report has been adopted by the House.  

 

The National Treasury should also further provide the committee with 

the details of the request for rollovers and the outcome thereof for 

all the urban development grants.  

 

I table this report for consideration by the House. Thank you.  

 

Debate concluded. 

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape.  

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance of section 65 of the 

Constitution. 
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CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS AND 

EXECUTIVE UNDERTAKINGS – HEARING OF THE AFRICA SKILLS COLLEGE 

PETITION 

 

IsiXhosa: 

Mnu D L XIMBI: Ndiyabulela Sihlalo kwaye ndibulela nento yokuba 

awundiqubulanga namhlanje. Noko undixelele kwangethuba. 

 

English: 

Chairperson, the Africa Skills College Petition, dated 23 March 

2015, was referred to the Select Committee on Petitions and 

Executive Undertakings by the Chairperson of the National Council of 

Provinces on 12 June 2015. The petition is signed and submitted by 

petitioners Ms Keamogetse Vos and Ms Lerato Lobelo on behalf of the 

learners at the Africa Skills Further Education and Training 

College. This is a private, registered FET college situated in 

Thembalethu, George, here in the Western Cape. 

 

In the petition, the petitioners levelled a number of complaints 

against the college and its management, including that the incumbent 

principal of the college was dismissed from his previous employment 

after he was found guilty of fraud and corruption; that the said 

principal had recruited learners from Kuruman, in the Northern Cape, 
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and enrolled them at the college under false pretences; that the 

college failed to pay some learners their full stipends in March 

2015; that the college management was made up of only white people 

and that the wife of the principal was a director at the college; 

and that the learners feared being intimidated on a daily basis and 

had been interdicted from exercising their constitutional right to 

peaceful protest. 

 

Following the referral of the petition to the committee, the 

committee held a hearing on the petition on 12 October 2016 here at 

Parliament. During the hearing, the petitioners informed the 

committee that the exploitative and discriminatory practices taking 

place at the college, along with other factors, had given rise to 

the submission of the petition to the NCOP. 

 

They further informed the committee that some of the following 

exploitative and discriminatory practices were taking place at the 

college. A large number of black learners fail or drop out and there 

are no plans in place to reduce or level the failure or dropout rate 

of black learners. As part of its recruitment process, the college 

requires learners to contract with only the Services Seta and not 

with the National Skills Fund. The college does not accommodate or 

provide meals to locally based learners as such; only learners from 
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outside the province benefit from the accommodation and meals 

offered by the college, yet all learners have more or less the same 

funders. The college makes unauthorised and unwarranted deductions 

against learner stipends. In or around December 2014, the college 

required learners to sign for unpaid leave, because host employers 

were closing for the Christmas holidays. The college management 

forges or falsifies the signatures of learners for administrative 

purposes. The entire college staff complement is made up of only 

white staff members with some being related, married to one another 

or blood relatives. And, during work placements, the college placed 

only white learners, and not black learners, with suitable host 

employers and ensured that they carried out duties that were work 

related to their specific trade and field of study. 

 

In her oral submissions, the managing director of the college 

submitted that there was learner dissatisfaction in March 2015 and 

that this led to learners staging protest action. She further 

submitted that during and after the protest action, the college 

implemented a number of curative processes and actions, such as the 

strengthening of the learner support service system, the creation of 

a learner representative committee, the regularisation of 

communication with learners, the updating of learner induction, and 
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the splitting up of learners during induction per funder/Seta to 

eliminate confusion. 

 

In responding to some of the specific complaints made by the 

petitioners against the college in the petition, the managing 

director informed the committee that in her view the complaints were 

prompted by a misunderstanding of how the college operates as a 

private service provider. She also explained that the different 

sponsors have different payment structures and deliverables and that 

the stipend amounts vary between the different Setas – from R1 500 

to R2 500 per month. She added that because the various Setas do not 

always pay learners on time, learners are under the mistaken 

impression that the college takes their monies. With respect to 

allegations or complaints of the ill-treatment of learners, she 

submitted that the college had continually strived to treat learners 

fairly. 

 

She further submitted that after the learners submitted a petition 

to the college after staging the protests in March 2015, the college 

held a total of seven meetings with learners and several solutions 

emanated from these meetings. 
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Regarding the complaints of racism at the college, she informed the 

committee that the college had been in operation for a period of 10 

years and that during its 10 years of operation there had been no 

formal complaints of racism lodged against the college. 

 

Regarding the recommendations of the committee, the committee notes 

that the complaints contained in the petition fall within the 

competence and purview of the national Department of Higher 

Education and Training. The committee therefore recommends that the 

petitioners refer the complaints contained in the petition to the 

national Department of Higher Education and Training in order for 

the complaints to be thoroughly investigated and resolved.  

 

In closing, Chairperson, the committee recommends that the House 

adopt the Report on the Africa Skills College Petition. I so move, 

Sir. 

 

Debate concluded. 

 

Question put: That the Report be adopted. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape. 
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Report accordingly adopted in accordance with section 65 of the 

Constitution. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND MEMBERS’ 

INTERESTS – ALLEGED CONTRAVENTION, BY HON B MBETE, OF CLAUSES 4.1.3 

AND 4.1.5 OF THE CODE OF ETHICAL CONDUCT AND DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS’ 

INTERESTS 

 

CONSIDERATION OF SECOND REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS – LATE DISCLOSURES FOR 2016 

 

Mr A S SINGH: Chairperson, the Office of the Registrar of Members’ 

Interest received a complaint from Mr John Steenhuisen, MP (the 

Complainant) against Madam Speaker. Copy of the complaint together 

with annexure was attached for ease of reference. 

 

In summary the Complainant alleged that on 9 February 2017 Madam 

Speaker, in her personal capacity, hosted the “Speaker’s Ball” at 

Rotunda Bay Hotel in Camps Bay following the State of the Nation 

Address. To ensure the success of the event, services of different 

service providers were enlisted by and/or on behalf of Madam 

Speaker. At the time of complaining, it was alleged that some of 

these service providers remained unpaid and had allegedly started 
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instituting legal proceedings against Madam Speaker for non-payment 

of services rendered. 

 

The Complainant alleged that, in view of the above-alleged conduct, 

Madam Speaker firstly, contravened clause 4.1.3 of the Code of 

Ethical Conduct and Disclosure of Members’ Interests (the Code) 

which requires Members of Parliament in all occasions to act in 

accordance with the public trust placed in them.  

 

Secondly, Madam Speaker allegedly contravened clause 4.1.5 of the 

Code, which requires Members of Parliament to maintain public 

confidence and trust in the integrity of Parliament, thereby 

engendering the respect and confidence in Parliament. 

 

Madam Speaker responded as follows: On 9 February 2017, a function 

billed the Annual Speaker’s Ball was hosted at the Rotunda Bay 

Hotel, in Camps Bay, following the State of the Nation Address. This 

was the second year that this event was held in exactly the same 

format and there were no complaints or allegations of a breach of 

the Code or Rules, previously. 

 

The organisers hosted the event in celebration and acknowledgement 

of the leadership of women in society, including herself as Speaker. 
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The event was privately organised by Ms Nonkululeko Kgositsile (the 

main organiser) and it was funded or resourced through private 

funding. The organisers contracted with Novice, an Events Company, 

to organise and manage the event on behalf of the main organiser. 

 

This function was not initiated, hosted, organised, funded or 

resourced by Parliament or the Office of the Speaker. The Speaker’s 

capacity was a guest. 

 

Madam Speaker did not, in any capacity: act as initiator, organiser 

or host of the Annual Speaker’s Ball, nor did the organisers act on 

her behalf in organising or hosting the event; fund or resource, or 

facilitate funding or resources, or obtained funding or resources 

from private donor funders, for this event, not did anyone do so on 

her behalf; or enter into any verbal or written agreement or 

undertaking or acknowledgement of debt concluded in relation to the 

event, nor did anyone do so on her behalf. Consequently, at no stage 

did she, in any capacity whatsoever, become liable for any expenses 

incurred in relation to the event. 

 

In summary, it was an event organised privately by the main 

organiser and she was informed private donors funded it; with guests 

being Members of Parliament and persons from civil society. 
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For the avoidance of any doubt, Madam Speaker categorically state 

that she did not enter into any contractual relationship in 

contemplation of the event and at no stage did she become liable for 

any expenses arising from the event. 

 

A few days after the event, she became aware that Novice had not 

been paid what was owed them by the organisers. She was further made 

aware that as a consequence, Novice could not pay the service 

providers it had entered into contracts with. She thereupon made 

enquiries with the main organiser of the event and facilitated 

engagements between the main organiser of the event and Novice to 

speedily and amicably resolve the matter. 

 

At all times, after the event, she only acted in a supporting role 

to the main organiser to assist her in resolving the matter by the 

speedy payment of the money owed. 

 

She was informed that the money due to the service providers was 

paid to Novice. 

 

In the following paragraphs, Madam Speaker answered the allegations 

made against her: Alleged breach of Clauses 4.1.3 and 4.1.5 of the 

Code: Clause 4.1.3 provides that Members must act on all occasions 
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in accordance with the trust placed in them. Clause 4.1.5 provides 

that members should maintain public confidence and trust in the 

integrity of Parliament and thereby engender the respect and 

confidence that society needs to have in Parliament as a 

representative institution. 

 

Her understanding of Mr Steenhuisen’s complaint against her, is that 

she, in her personal capacity (or someone else on her behalf), 

concluded an agreement with the Events Company, Novice, to organise 

the Annual Speaker’s Ball on her behalf and that she only paid them 

the monies owed late, and that this constitutes a breach of clauses 

4.1.3 and 4.1.5 of the Code. 

 

Even if this version of Mr Steenhuisen is correct (which she 

strenuously and strongly deny above for reasons stated herein), 

Madam Speaker strongly disagree that the late payment of any private 

debt of a Member of Parliament could and should constitute a breach 

of clauses 4.1.3 and 4.1.5 of the Code. As broad as the wording of 

clause 4.1 is, at no stage did Parliament agree through the 

inclusion of clause 4.1.3 and 4.1.5 that private debts members of 

Parliament not paid timeously are included as a breach of the Code. 

This was never the purpose for which Parliament created the Ethics 

Code. Such an approach would lead to the absurd precedent that 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES 

TUESDAY, 15 MAY 2018 

Page: 66 

 

members would have to be brought before the Committee for breaching 

of the Code in each instance in respect of which, there is a 

complaint against a member that a private debt payment by that 

member is not done timeously. Parliament’s Ethics Committee will 

become a debt collector, having to deal with each complaint of a 

debtor who alleges that a Member of Parliament is not timeous with a 

repayment, as a breach of the Code. 

 

She submits that even the incorrect version of Mr Steenhuisen should 

and could never amount to a breach of the Code and that should end 

the enquiry. She voluntarily decided to place her correct version of 

events before the committee. 

 

As Speaker and the political head of the National Assembly, she is 

mindful of her responsibility to act in the best interest of the 

institution. In this regard, she confirmed her obligation indeed to 

act in accordance with the public trust placed in her. As indicated 

above, the Office of the Speaker never organised or funded this 

function. [Interjections.] 

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: The allocated time is finished. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): You are correct, hon Mokwele. 
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Mr A S SINGH: She, in her private capacity, was not involved in the 

organising or hosting, including the funding, of the event. 

Accordingly, she therefore, did not in any capacity, play a role in 

organising this event. I thank you. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Conclude with the Ninth 

Order. 

 

Mr A S SINGH: Chair, the Ninth Order is for noting; and I conclude, 

thank you. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): That concludes the debate. I 

shall now put the question in respect of the Eighth Order. The 

question is that the Report be agreed to? Remember, he said the 

Ninth Order is just for noting; so, we are not going to be voting 

for the Ninth Order. We will only be voting for the Eighth Order. 

 

In accordance with Rule 7.1 I shall first allow provinces the 

opportunity to make declarations of vote, if they so wish.  

I shall now proceed to voting. 

 

Question put: Eighth Order 
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Voting 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Nine provinces voted and 

eight provinces voted in favour. I therefore declare the Report 

agreed to ... [Interjection.] 

 

Ms T J MOKWELE: Chair, seven; he didn’t agree ... 

 

Setswana: 

... o e amogetse ... 

 

English: 

... he acknowledged it, he didn’t accept or agree. He acknowledged 

the Report. The interpreters must put it right, he has acknowledged 

... 

 

Setswana: 

... wa e amogela ... 

 

English: 

... it’s acknowledgement ... 

 

Setswana: 
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... ga se go dumalana 

 

English: 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): Hon Mokwele, I don’t want to 

subject it to a discussion, but I can confirm with hon Nthebe. North 

West? 

 

Setswana: 

Rre B G NTHEBE: Ke amogela Pegelo. 

 

English: 

In English, I accept the Report. [Interjections.] 

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West.  

 

AGAINST: Western Cape.  

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance with section 65 of the 

Constitution. 

 

No Question put for Ninth Order, as the committee has not finalised 

the sanction for the House to be able to vote. 
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CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND SELECT COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT – JOINT OVERSIGHT REPORT TO GAUTENG PROVINCE 

 

Mr E MAKUE: Chairperson, hon members, it is my pleasure to present 

this report on oversight conducted in the province of Gauteng by the 

Joint Select Committees on Trade and International Relations and 

Economic and Business Development. The oversight was done during the 

week of 30 August to 2 September, 2016.  

 

The purpose of the oversight was to do the following: Firstly, it 

was to assess the work of the Department of Trade and Industry with 

a particular focus on Industrial Policy and its contribution to 

growth in manufacturing and other export led operations.  

 

Secondly, it was to receive a briefing on plans and progress on 

employment creation and skills development in relation to the BMW 

Automotives brown investment in Rosslyn, Pretoria, amounting to 

investment of R6,1 billion in that year. Thirdly, it was to receive 

briefing by the national Department of Transport and Prasa on the 

transport hub initiatives including the plans on the manufacturing 

of rail coaches. Fourthly, to visit transport at Koedoespoort Rail 

Coaches manufacturing plant.  
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Fifthly, to receive progress report on the replacement of the old 

rolling stock and assembly of new rail coaches under the auspices of 

the multibillion Gibela Consortium project. Sixthly, it was to 

receive a briefing by Gautrain CEO on their Gautrain projects. 

Seventhly, it was to receive a briefing from the Gauteng department 

of roads and transport on their transport plans; to receive a 

briefing from the national Lotteries Commission on its work. 

Finally, to visit the extended public works projects around Soweto, 

such as Persevere Until Something Happens, Push, at Eldorado Park 

which is a nonprofit organisation; Ikusasa Lethu Youth Projects in 

Freedom Park; Devland Community Housing Project and Shomang 

Sebenzani Development organisation of Alexander Township  

 

Lastly, we also visited tourism development sites in Soweto. And we 

are proud on this day when we remember the legacy of Mr Sam Nzima 

who took that historic photo of Hector Petersen when he risked 

killed during the protest in 1976 that is so adequately displayed at 

the Hector Petersen Memorial in Orlando. 

 

Chairperson, the full report of the oversight provides elaborate 

details on each we were able to visit. Suffice to say that we were 

well-received and our efforts delivered satisfactory results. We 

thank all the select committee members for their rigorous engagement 
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with those that received, those who guided and those who briefed us. 

We also appreciate the competed manner in which our support staff 

recorded proceedings aptly stated in the oversight report that that 

was dated 1 November 2016.  

 

Chair, I will not go into the synopsis of the report but then just 

say that we were quite impressed by the manner in which we were 

received by the content of the information that was shared with us 

by all those that we visited. It highlighted to us how much people 

in the communities value our oversight role and our visiting them as 

members of Parliament, particularly the NGOs and community-based 

organisations that we visited.  

 

However, the joint committee learnt that BMW person responsible for 

the briefing prior to the tour of the plant has been held up 

somewhere. Our hosts that were present speculated that he could be 

at another gate to the plant. Communication was eventually 

established and we were informed that he had his diary mixed up. For 

a corporate business chairperson, this is completely unacceptable. 

[Interjections.] 

 

Mr L B GAEHLER: Hon Chair, on a point of order, I just want to find 

out if that member declared the gift that he got from the BMW?  
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr A J Nyambi): No, hon Gaehler, you are out 

of order. Continue hon Makue.  

 

Mr E MAKUE: Chair, I take offence at that accusation. We don’t do 

oversight to take gifts; we do our oversight to enhance the 

commitment of this government to deal with poverty, unemployment and 

inequality challenges that confronts our nation – a nation that we 

are very proud of. 

 

Back to BMW, the leader of our delegation, subsequently enquire from 

Members of Parliament on a way forward. Three out of five Members of 

Parliament expressed their disappointment at the unprofessional 

conduct of the BMW. The tour was subsequently called off.  

 

Chairperson, let me just highlight the tourism in Soweto. The 

delegation was accompanied and briefed by representatives from the 

provincial and national department of tourism to provide information 

on tourists attraction sports in Soweto.  

 

We visited tourism sites in Vilakazi Street in Orlando and Nasrec. 

So much so, Chair that one of our members of the select committee 

when we visited the site in Nasrec refused to get back into the 
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vehicle but wanted to participate in the Bungee jumping that was 

available.  

 

Chair, I must also mention our experience with the persevere until 

something happens NPO based in Eldorado Park but working in the 

communities adjacent to it like Pimville and Kliptown and they are 

busy with a programme there where they recruit unemployed 

matriculants and assist these unemployed young people who have 

passed their matric to prepare themselves for the world of work.  

 

For we all know that many of our young people are discriminated 

against because they don’t have experience. This NPO provides on the 

spot training in its offices and other nonprofit organisations to 

equip these young people with experience that is required for them 

to eke out a living for themselves. 

 

Chairperson, the oversight reports concludes with a list of 

recommendations. I will not go into details thereof. Hon members, we 

kindly request you, on behalf of the members of the select committee 

to receive this condensed version of the report. I thank you, Chair. 

[Applause.] 

 

Debate concluded. 
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Question put: That the report be adopted.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, North West, Western Cape.  

 

Report accordingly adopted in accordance with section 65 of the 

Constitution.  

 


