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SAs GM maize cropii
is linked to cancer

HELEN BAMFORD

GENETICATLY  modified
malze approved for human
sonsumption in Soutl Alrica
las been linked to Iwver and
Kielney damape

GMowatclndug  eaviron:
menial  group Blowatch
South Africa sovs 1 supports
Greenpeace International's
call for o complets with-
drawn] ol the maize, known
as MONBEL, from the global
miarket.

The study, commnussioned
by Greenpedce, was carried
ont by French researchers
from the Commirtes for Inde
perdent  Research  wnd
Genetic Engineoring

The team fed the maize to
rals for three months and
found signs of toxicily in
their liver and Kidneye

It alse found differences in
weight g4in betwesn male
and female rats as a result of
eating the maize

The maize was develpped
by United States biotech com
pozy Monsanio gnd approved
for ‘human consumption by
the Buropean Uiion lzst vear

Magda du Tolt, spokes-

woinan for Monsanto South
Africa, said MON863 was
maize that had been geneti-
cally modified e K01 root
worm, bt was not used n
South Africa hecanse root-
WOLTIL Wis ol 8 maize pest
here, .
Instead they used & prod-
uct called Yieldgard, the
MOMNBIO registration  for
=talk horers,

Sne added that five inde
pendent  experis  had
revipwerd the data angd con

.-"‘ﬁ

firmed that MONBE! Maize
did not adversely affeet the

health of rats
fwr  Lestic  Lidggll

Biowulch Sduth A!Hrj‘rﬂl
tor, sald the South s
regulatory authorities had
approved MONKIES mulee for
use in food or fead or process.
ing in 2003 i
She suid Diowatch foby
wanted the governmen®do
undertukes sn urgent ‘re
agspssment of all  other
puthorised GM produsts sid
#ostrict peview of curBomt
methods of testing the safty
of  genstically modifled
Crops.
Liddell sald Biowatoh
South Africa had condin
tently tried to pet accesd'to
friformation about how GM
crop  applications . wilre
approved. “We were [orued to
apply for this access torthe
Protoria High Court.” #i
She szid thelr analysisof
the decuments indicated that
GM crop apolicants were
largely iaken at their word'im
terms of the safety of théir
rroducts. i
Liddell said a writién
reply from the Minister of
Agriculture to a parlismsh-
fary gquestion last Cotober
found thar of the 1 15-0M
crop. applications  approved
from 2000 to 2005, the regula-
tory authurity evalusa
71 risk assessments.
Liddetl =aid they
the government would
note of the study
Priscilla Tsotsa Se ;
spokeswoman for Agriculs
ture Minister Lulu Xiag-
wane, was not availablefar
ComuTIenl Yesle NK}L lt".f?

13

[

e asan cu;
Earan Fapborind b llw sowd

| wikmpttass 0 i It s
e Py




