FIFTH CONFERENCE OF STATE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

United Nations, New York, 12-14 September 2012

REPORT

INTRODUCTION 

1. South Africa ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2007.  Article 40 of the CRPD requires of countries to meet regularly in a Conference of States Parties, convened by the Secretary General of the United Nations, in order to consider any matter with regard to the implementation of the Convention.  South Africa has attended all five Conferences of State Parties convened since 2008.

2. The 5th Conference of State Parties took place in New York from 12-14 September 2012.  The theme of the fifth session was “Making the CRPD count for women and children”. The programme included, among others:

· The election of nine members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

· Two roundtables on Technology and Accessibility (Article 9) and Children with Disabilities (Article 7); 

· One informal session on Women with Disabilities (Article 6); and

· An interactive dialogue on the implementation of the Convention by the United Nations System.
· Country Opening Session – Country Statements.
Side events were convened by a number of stakeholders, and included 

· A Civil Society Forum convened by the International Disability Alliance on 11 September;

· A Working Session on the Rights of Children with Disabilities  convened by UNICEF on 14-15 September;

· A number of registered workshops convened by external stakeholders. 

3. Taking cue from the theme, the Department for Women, Children and People with Disabilities extended invitations to: key Ministries and their related Portfolio and Select Committee chairpersons (Social Development, Health, Basic Education, Economic Development, Transport, Communications, Public Works, Arts and Culture and Science and Technology); provincial Premiers (and the respective MECs in the North West and Eastern Cape provinces), district Executive Mayors, as well as the chairpersons of the SA Human Rights Commission, the Commission on Gender Equality and PANSALB.

4. The official delegation consisted of:

· Ms Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu, Deputy Minister: Women, Children and People with Disabilities (leader of delegation);

· Ms Stella Ndabeni, Deputy Minister: Communications;

· Ms Mosetsanagape Mokomele-Mothibi: MEC for Social Development, Women, Children and People with Disabilities, North West;

· Dr Pemmy Majodina, MEC for Social Development, Women, Children and People with Disabilities, Eastern Cape;

· Mr Jonathan Shushu, MEC for Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, Northern Cape;

· Cllr Mary Moloi, Executive Mayor, Francis Baard District Municipality;

· Cllr Queen Duba, MMC: Human Settlement, Ekurhuleni Metro;

· Hon. Bertha Mabe, MP; Chairperson of the Select Committee on Women, Children and People with Disabilities;

· Hon. Danny Kekana, MP; Member of the Portfolio Committee on Women, Children and People with Disabilities;

· Adv Joe Malatji, Commissioner: SA Human Rights Commission;

· Ms Portia Loyilane, Commissioner: Commission on Gender Equality;

· Ms Sebenzile Matsebula, Candidate for the Elections of additional members to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

A total of fifteen (15) senior managers from participating departments, including the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform and Gauteng Province, provided technical support, and an additional seven (7) support staff provided reasonable accommodation support to disabled members of the delegation.

The thirty four (34) person delegation included ten (10) members with disabilities. Financial constraints regrettably prevented the DWCPD to mobilise sufficient financial support to include civil society in the delegation, as required by the Conference of State Parties.

5. The Portfolio Committee on Women, Children and People with Disabilities were briefed on 1 August 2012.

6. A compulsory briefing session for all members of the South African delegation took place in Pretoria on 3 September 2012, with a follow up final compulsory briefing session convened in New York on 11 September 2012 to take delegates through the 3 day programme and to finalise the allocation of responsibilities.

7. The core delegation departed from South Africa on 8 September to allow time for campaigning for the South African candidate, and returned on 17 September 2012. 

SUMMARY OF OPENING STATEMENTS 

8. The Chairperson, H.E. Ambassador Marten Grunditz (Sweden) opened the session, highlighting the fact that 119 countries are signatories to the Convention, with 16 additional signatories and 9 ratifications since the last Conference in 2011. 

9. He then introduced the other speakers:, H.E. Lenín Moreno Garcés, Vice-President of Ecuador, Mr Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Mr Craig Mokhiber, Chief, Development and Economic and Social Issues Branch, OCHR and Mr Yannis Vardakastanis, Chair of the International Disability Alliance. 

9.1. Mr Wu celebrated the accomplishments of persons with disabilities, their determination and resolve. He highlighted the role of technology on accessibility and praised the choice of theme for this session on women and children for this conference, stating that investment today in children with disabilities promotes progress for whole societies. Mr Wu also remarked on the inclusion of issues for persons with disabilities in other forums such as the Rio+20 Summit and stressed the importance of the Conference as a unique forum to share ideas and as an input into the post-2015 development agenda. 

9.2. Vice-President of Ecuador, Mr Lenin Moreno spoke about his personal commitment to persons with disabilities as a result of his own physical disability.  He highlighted initiatives for housing and employment in even the most remote areas of the countries.  Mr Moreno spoke of collaboration between the Government, civil society, foundations, NGOs and the private sector, where there is a mandate that 4% of staff must include persons with disabilities, and stated that Ecuador was working hard to import or manufacture assistive devices to help those with disabilities to actively participate in life and provide assistance to caretakers.  He emphasized that solidarity is not charity and that in a world of diversity, all persons regardless of their physical condition, should be celebrated and acknowledged. 

9.3. Mr Mokhaiber noted that persons with disabilities are too often “invisible” and that the Convention was established to address this. The Convention encourages a paradigm shift from a medical and charitable view of disability to one that espouses dignity and equality, celebrating human diversity.  He also recognized the new signatory and ratifying countries to the Convention and stressed the need to focus on implementation. Remarking on the theme of women and children with disabilities, Mr Mokhaiber highlighted a major literacy and education gap, especially experienced by girls with disabilities. He also raised the issue of older persons with disabilities that is frequently overlooked.

9.4. Mr Vardakastanis described the work of his organization and discussed the theme of the Conference. He identified five crucial themes, namely: Incorporate CRPD principles into UN conferences and meetings as well as its human resources policies, saying the UN should lead by example; Involve persons with disabilities at all stages of a project or legislation, from design to implementation; Provide more time to meet and more logistical support for the CRPD committee; Promote the CRPD so that it does not disappear from the collective consciousness and finally, that the forthcoming High-level meeting on disability be guided and driven by the CRPD.

10. Representatives of Burkina Faso, Mauritius, South Africa, Thailand, Egypt, Nicaragua, Indonesia, Austria, Jamaica, El Salvador, Jordan, Costa Rica, Germany, Columbia, the United Kingdom, Chile, Canada, India, Spain, Cyprus, Syria, Panama and Korea all highlighted the efforts made by their Governments to implement the Convention and providing specific examples of how the Convention has impacted their national policies and programmes. They all emphasized the importance of the theme, stressing the double, if not multiple, discrimination experienced by women with disabilities. The representative from the European Union described the planned establishment of a European framework for accessible goods and services.

11. The South Africa Country Statement by Deputy Minister Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu is attached as Annexure A.

12. Of particular relevance to South Africa: The leadership role played by International Disability Alliance (IDA) during the meeting of State Parties should encourage our Government to pursue its commitment by making sure that the voice of disabled people is consolidated through Disabled People Organisations (DPOs) and that their role is strengthened and supported. That the implementation of CRPD becomes a social contract between government and  the relevant DPOs so that in the words of IDA chairperson it: does not disappear from the collective consciousness
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

13. Mr Raymond O. Wolfe (Jamaica) chaired the Roundtable. The panelists were: Ms Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu, Ministry of Women, Children and People with Disabilities of South Africa; Mr Nick Alipui, Director of UNICEF Programmes; Ms Ximena Rivas, National Service for Disability of Chile; Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children and Ms Jenny Nilsson, World Federation of the Deaf - Youth Section.

13.1. Ms Bogopane-Zulu, spoke about the need to strengthen capacity and mechanisms on universal access and design measures and standards. She also called for improved enforcement mechanisms, including putting in place responsive appeal mechanisms for parents. She stated that it is essential to provide support for parents’ and youth organizations, empowering children and youth with disabilities to participate in decision-making. Although progress has been made over the past ten years, education still needed to be made more inclusive. The lack of early interventions, inaccessible transportation, and the shortage of access to justice stand as barriers to inclusiveness for children with disabilities. 

13.2. Mr Alipui, spoke about four main themes in his presentation: the importance of the CRDP and especially its effective implementation, the issues at stake, what needs to be done, and the partnership requirements necessary to strengthen programs for children with disabilities. Mr Alipui noted that UNICEF is actively engaged in utilizing the CRPD to empower children and is using the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey to gather statistical data on the situation of children with disabilities and their families. 

The 2013 edition of UNICEF’s flagship publication The State of the World’s Children will be devoted to the theme Children and Youth with Disabilities.

13.3. Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children spoke about the pattern of violence against children with disabilities. Children with disabilities do not have the same access to justice as does the general population and violence against children with disabilities is frequently made invisible. The perpetrators of such violence act with impunity, and furthermore, due to stigma and prejudice, violence against children with disabilities is often portrayed as less serious than violence against other groups. Girls with disabilities are particularly vulnerable, suffering physical violence as children and sexual violence, later in life. Despite this bleak picture, there is some cause for optimism, thanks in part to the CRPD and its rapid ratification by many countries. She noted that in order to adequately address violence against children with disabilities the following must be done: make adequate investments in early childhood education, promote public awareness for professionals working with and for children with disabilities, make necessary legal and policy reform, ensure adequate participation of disabled youth and children in decision-making processes, expedite the ratification process of the Optional Protocol on a Communications Procedure of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

13.4. Ms Rivas noted that states have made progress in securing the rights of children with disabilities, but much more work needs to be done, especially in the field of early childhood learning.  Ms Rivas also stressed the need for more concrete public policies focusing on children with disabilities. 

13.5. Ms Jenny Nilsson, World Federation of the Deaf Youth Section (WFDYS) in her presentation noted that only a small portion of the audience was under the age of thirty; this is problematic, as youth with disabilities should be stakeholders in the decision making process. This pattern extends to the NGO sector as well; the small number of such organizations shows the lack of support for the youth with disabilities to be involved in the disability movement.

14. Raviat Singh, a 14-year-old boy with a disability also addressed the round-table discussion, sharing his story of attending an inclusive school in India, where teachers had been there to help him “without being overprotective”.  He had made friends, as he was determined not to let his disability slow down his life, he recalled, stressing:  “Fears and inhibitions are in the mind.” He also highlighted the importance of the CRPD in protecting his rights.

15. Representatives from Panama, Egypt, Argentina, Kenya, Senegal, Jamaica Guatemala, Sweden, Niger, Nigeria, Peru, Sudan and the Republic of Korea all posed questions or delivered statements during the interactive exchange. Responding to the questions, Ms Nilsson reaffirmed that deaf children who use sign language are bilingual and have a right to an education in their native language. Many of the speakers emphasized the importance of providing adequate support to parents of children with disabilities, as well as involving children in decision-making processes that affect their lives.  Mr Richard Rieser, a representative from UK Disabled Peoples Council, emphasized that all of the articles of the Convention are relevant for children and not only article 7.

16. Of particular relevance to the South African situation:  

South Africa would need to take note that other countries take seriously the issue of developing second generation leadership. The issue of self-representation remains key, this was demonstrated by member states’ commitment by bringing along young people to participate and get exposure to the UN processes. 

Proper planning is therefore required by DWCPD as the lead department of Government to the meeting of State Parties by ensuring that relevant civil society organisations are involved from the beginning. Women, youth and children participation should not be compromised and funding for them should be secured. Despite the fact that South Africa has structures to support parents of children with disabilities, a point that also featured prominently throughout the discussions, more support is required from government to ensure it reaches a wider spectrum of parents of disabled children. 
WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES

17. The informal session, chaired by Adam Kosa (Hungary) and Maryanne Diamond (International Disability Association) had five panellists. They were Ms Yassine Fall (UN Women), Ms Rachael Kachaje (Southern Africa Federation of the Disabled), Ms Myra Kovary (Network of Women with Disabilities), Ms Erzsebet Foldesi (National Federation of Disabled Persons’ Association of Hungary), and Mr Carlos Rios (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities). 

17.1. Mr Kosa remarked that women with disabilities lack access to essential services that are critical to the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Mr Kosa provided a number of examples of how women with disabilities face double discrimination. The Convention sets out to promote gender equality and empowerment of women with disabilities. Mr Kosa highlighted Hungary’s new law that protects the rights of all persons without discrimination. 

17.2. Ms Yassine Fall stated that it is a known matter that women and girls face discrimination on the basis of disability. This is exacerbated by conflict, age, ethnicity, economic status and multiple disabilities. She highlighted several projects implemented by UN Women promoting the rights of women with disabilities.  Ms Fall claimed that more needed to be done and women and girls needed to be a part of this conversation. She also called for increased cooperation between the different entities, suggesting that Commission on the Status of Women could invite members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to attend its sessions.

17.3. Ms Rachel Kachaje explained that the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities together provide a comprehensive approach to the rights of women with disabilities. In her presentation, Ms Kachaje highlighted the text from three CEDAW articles: that state parties should take measures to empower full participation of women and access to education, labour and the political process; that violence that is gender-based is a form of discrimination; and that casual and traditional practices discriminate against women.  Ms Kachaje placed a particular emphasis on women’s empowerment. 

17.4. Ms Erzsebet Foldesi noted that CEDAW is already three decades old and Convention on the Rights of Children (CRC) is two decades old, yet neither has led to significant advances in the promotion and protection of girls with disabilities. There are other human rights mechanisms that are also highly relevant for women with disabilities, such as the Universal Peer Review, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee Against Torture. Citing examples from Hungary, Ms Foldesi stressed the need for women with disabilities and their organizations to engage these other instruments when advocating for their rights. 

17.5. Mr Carlos Rios highlighted how violence against women and children usually has multiple layers and is difficult to pinpoint or categorize. Mr Rios highlighted the importance of article 19 of the CRPD on living independently and being included in the community and that many countries have not made significant progress in implementing this article, especially for women and girls. Finally, Mr Rios urged states to put in place mechanisms that investigate and prosecute violence against women and provide adequate training for hospital and caretaking personnel in hospitals and institutions.   

17.6. Ms Myra Kovary discussed violence against disabled women. Violence is in itself a major cause of disabilities, causing mobility disabilities, blindness, deafness and other forms of disabilities. Violence happens more often to women and it is more likely to happen to persons with disabilities than to persons without disabilities. She highlighted how some States engage in violence against women with disabilities in cases of forced institutionalization or forced psychiatric treatment. Although the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is an extremely important instrument, she stressed the importance of the advocacy role of disabled women themselves in pushing for its implementation and that society needed to support them and their organizations. She further stressed the role of women with disabilities in shaping legislation, arguing that a country has most to learn from those who have suffered the most. 

18. Representatives from Brazil, Kenya, New Zealand, Australia, Jordan, Israel, Nigeria, Sudan, and civil society posed comments and questions pertaining to the empowerment of young women with disabilities, reproductive rights, proportional representation of women with disabilities in UN committees and programs, the mainstreaming of women with disability issues in other women’s programs, and including the perspective of gender in all programs.

19. Of particular relevance to the South African situation… Women with disabilities continue to be confronted by barriers that restrict them from full participation. During the meeting of State Parties women with disabilities decided to mobilise themselves and develop a memorandum that demands that their issues be mainstream than to be reduced to side events. South Africa while strengthening the disability sector, recognises that special focus should be made in developing disabled women through their formations.
ACCESSIBILITY AND TECHNOLOGY

20. The discussion was chaired by Sirithon Wairatpanij (Thailand). Speakers included: Mr Hiroshi Kawamura (DAISY International), Ms Frances West (IBM), Ms Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero (European Commission) and Mr Sean Cruse (United Nations Global Compact).

20.1. Mr Kawamura, made two presentations that illustrated DAISY (Digital Accessible Information Systems) technologies (e.g. enlarging font size, adjusting reading speed, highlighting the text as the screen reader reads, easy to understand text). DAISY was described as useful in the context of education; synchronized multimedia components as useful in assisting all types of learners. DAISY can also be used for disaster risk reduction for people who cannot read printed materials or when materials are written in a foreign language.

20.2. Ms West spoke about the topic of accessibility and technology from a market perspective, where ageing societies as well as persons with disabilities can be seen as emerging markets. Ms West said that at IBM there is a need for assistive technologies for both its customer base and its workforce. Accessible workforce collaboration applications have been created by IBM that can be used by people with all types of disabilities. 

20.3. Ms Placencia-Porrero began by describing the relationship between the European Union (EU) and the CRPD (the EU and its member states share responsibilities for implementation of the CRPD). Currently, 18 legal acts illustrate EU competencies regarding accessibility/rights of persons with disabilities. A number of recent developments were highlighted by Ms Placencia-Porrero, including the “EU Work Programme 2012” that is aimed at improving the accessibility of goods and services within the EU. However a lack of data is a long-standing obstacle to understanding what is needed to improve accessibility. 

20.4. Mr Cruse provided an overview of the Global Compact, a strategic policy initiative within the UN that has elaborated ten principles (human rights principles, labour standards principles, etc.) that businesses commit to. The Global Compact conducted a recent study that examined the work that its business partners had done relating to persons with disabilities. Mr Cruse stated that businesses could benefit greatly from hiring and retaining persons with disabilities, and that this should be promoted. He further stated that companies should also be encouraged to engage in private-public practices and the Global Compact website (unglobalcompact.org) serves as a resource for companies to engage in such activities. Mr Cruse also emphasized the role that Governments play in creating an enabling environment that facilitates such positive actions by businesses.

21. Representatives from Senegal, South Africa, Nigeria, El Salvador, Egypt, and Tanzania all spoke about the lack of financial resources as barriers preventing Governments from implementation of accessible technologies for persons with disabilities between states. Representatives from Canada, Sweden, Germany, Mexico, and New Zealand all highlighted their implementation of accessible technologies that have benefited the lives of persons with disabilities. The representative from Thailand stated that accessibility should be a theme in all UN programmes, not just the CRPD. 

22. In response to comments and questions, Mr Hiroshi Kawamura emphasized that many types of DAISY software are available free of charge and are open source. The company keeps an open standard with regard to dissemination of its software. The current version of DAISY is compatible with e-pub format and has the capacity to synchronize motion picture to text (in response to question of accessibility). Ms Placencia-Porrero emphasized that there are a many assistive resources available at little or no cost. She stressed the importance of setting clear accessibility rules, establishing monitoring and enforcement mechanisms for accessibility standards. Ms West noted that the costs of information and communication technology has dropped dramatically in recent years and with a growing number of companies now willing to build accessible technologies into mainstream products, costs will continue to drop.

23. Of particular relevance to the South African situation…  With regards to Roundtable on Accessibility and Technology (Article 9), government needs to provide leadership in the Continent by working collaboratively with countries in Africa in making sure that ICT’s both hard and software becomes accessible and affordable to people with disabilities. This will ensure full participation and equality for people with disabilities. We could learn a lot from those countries that continue to promote treaty on Intellectual Property and television programmes with subtitles. Creating accessible solutions is thus not only good for persons with disabilities, but is good for business as well, as the market for accessible goods gets expanded.
INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION BY THE UN SYSTEM AND CLOSING SESSION 

24. Ambassador Marten Grunditz (Sweden) chaired the panel composed of Ms Cecilia Martínez de la Macorra, Director of UN-Habitat; Ms Daniela Bas, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD), UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA); Akiko Ito, Chief of the Secretariat of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (DSPD/DESA); Mr Craig Mokhiber, Chief of Development, and Economic and Social Issues Branch, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); and Mr Selim Jahan, Director of Poverty and Practice, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

24.1. Ms Bas outlined some of DESA’s efforts to include disability in the global development agenda at various international fora, including the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro.  She also referred to DESA’s role in linking the normative work of the UN with the operational activities at the country level through technical cooperation that strengthened national capacity to implement the CRPD. Finally, Ms Bas highlighted the need for data and statistics on disability and development, especially for vulnerable groups such as women, indigenous persons and youth, as well as the importance of a disability-inclusive post-2015 agenda. 

24.2. Ms Ito spoke on the promotion of internationally comparable data and statistics for the monitoring and evaluation of disability-inclusive development. She noted that disability statistics are crucial for making persons with disabilities more visible, as they are essential for informing legislation, policies and programmes.  Ms Ito informed the meeting that, of the 119 countries for which data is now available, 82 countries (70 per cent) collected information on disability, compared with 54 per cent from the ten years earlier. The Report of the Secretary-General entitled “Strengthening disability data and statistics, analysis, monitoring and evaluation” provides more details and contains a recommendation to initiate a periodic United Nations global report on disability and development.

24.3. Mr Craig Mokhiber of OHCHR spoke of his organization’s work to promote the ratification and implementation of the CRPD through its country offices, as well as the production of knowledge products, training tools and materials.  He noted that OHCHR serves as the Secretariat for the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. OHCHR also works on training civil society organizations to monitor progress of the implementation of the CRPD.  Mr Mokhiber highlighted the establishment of the multi-donor, multi-partner trust fund UNPRPD), launched in 2011. Mr Mokhiber presented several studies and reports produced by OHCHR including the High Commissioner’s thematic study on participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life and a report on violence against women and girls with disabilities. Mr Mokhiber also discussed the UN’s work on improving standards for accessibility, acknowledging that despite progress, much work has yet to be done for the UN to become fully accessible. 

24.4. Ms Martinez (UN-HABITAT) highlighted the issue of disability in the context of cities and the importance of urban planning, noting the call of the CRPD for a supportive environment for persons with disabilities. She stressed the role of advocacy and participation to ensure accessible spaces in cities, also underlining that accessible cities are better cities for everyone. Ms Martinez emphasized the use of public spaces and inclusive design, calling for collaboration and partnerships at the local, national and international levels. Ms. Martinez underscored the role of data and its use for policy, as well as opportunities for disabled and non-disabled children to learn from each other. 

24.5. Mr Selim Jahan (UNDP) highlighted the moral and development implications of focusing on the issues of persons with disabilities. He outlined UNDP’s work at the analytical, programmatic and country levels, facilitating dialogue, supporting the ratification of the Convention and exploring models for delivery of legal services.  UNDP is currently developing an internal guidance note on applying the CRPD in UNDP programming. Mr Jahan provided information about the UN Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD), which is a partnership between six UN entities (ILO, OHCHR, UNDP, UNICEF, DESA, WHO). The UNPRPD Fund is aimed at developing capacities of Governments, as well as organizations of persons with disabilities to effectively implement the CRPD.

25. Ambassador Grunditz then took questions and comments from the delegations of Mexico, Thailand, Sweden, South Africa, Nigeria, Qatar, Egypt, Kenya, the World Health Organization, Civil Society, and the Global Alliance of Accessible Technologies and Environments. Qatar, Egypt and Kenya asked the panel to further elaborate on specific aspects of their programmes and methods to translate policies into concrete actions; Thailand and South Africa expressed concerns over the accessibility of ICT, and numerous delegations requested additional coordination between the UN and State parties to increase the accessibility of UN facilities and all events. Panel members responded to delegates and provided additional resources for information, specifically for UNDP (www.mptf.undp.org) and DESA (www.un.org/disabilities). 

26. The second panel consisted of Mr Ibrahim Salama of OHCHR; Professor Ronald McCallum, Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Mr Shuaib Chalklen, UN Special Rapporteur on Disability; Ms Akiko Ito of SCRPD. 

26.1. Mr Chalklen highlighted his commitment to vulnerable groups, especially women and children with disabilities. He then read a statement submitted to him by Women Enabled that underlined the importance of having women with disabilities participate in all UN committees and meetings.  Mr Chalklen called for a transparent high-level meeting in 2013 inclusive of persons with disabilities. 

26.2. Professor McCallum congratulated those elected to the Committee and highlighted the prominent role of persons with disabilities on the Committee, noting that 17 of its 18 members have a disability.  Professor McCallum clarified that the rights of disabled refugees are covered under the CRPD. He stated that he would appeal for additional meeting time for sessions of the Committee at the forthcoming meeting of the Third Committee of the General Assembly. 

26.3. Mr Salama highlighted the importance of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, stressing in particular the need to provide the Committee with adequate support, while taking note of the fact that the UN treaty body system has doubled in size since 2004.

27. During the Question and Answer session, questions and comments were received from Israel, the Philippines and Panama. Israel confirmed its ratification of the CRPD this week, while the Philippines highlighted the importance of funding towards disability initiatives and requested that they be a priority in national budgets. 

28. The Chair presented his concluding remarks stating that it was a true privilege for him to chair two sessions of the Conference of States Parties. He thanked the Bureau for their work and Secretariat for their support and facilitation of the Conference.

29. He called for the universal ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol stating that it the Convention was a comprehensive and state-of-the-art instrument. He stated that a common task for the international disability community was to promote a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond, noting that the Convention and Disabled Persons Organizations (DPOs) would occupy centre stage, as it was the magic formula behind the successes scored so far by the global disability movement. 
30. Of particular relevance to the South African situation… Reporting should take into account the following key points:
· Credibility and reliability of information or data presented;
· A clear and sound methodology used in the reporting process;
· Ensure a link to human rights standards;

· Reporting must include a responsiveness to the needs of the local community
· Shadow reporting should be done by individuals outside of government to ensure there isn’t a conflict of interest. However, some panellist’s saw value in governments providing assistance with shadow reports.
South Africa needs to continue working with UN Agencies such as, UNDESA, towards capacitating both government officials and NGO’s with regards to improving their reporting at national, regional and international level.
CIVIL SOCIETY 

31. The CRPD Civil Society Forum started a day before the official opening of the State Parties meeting on the 12 September 2012. There were about 20 countries present sharing their experiences, learning from each either and developing their common position in preparation for that start of the State Parties meeting. Different speakers raised issues pertinent to disabled people in different countries and the following were some of the key areas; 

· Article 2,`12 &29, 

· right to participation 

·  voting rights  

· Impact of financial crisis on implementing CRPD

· Promote implementation of CRPD

· CRPD driven outcome

IDA also campaign that the committee on the rights of persons  gets more time to do their work. 

ISRAEL provided Experience of people with mental disabilities 

Japan – civil society refused ratification of CRPD until country is ready. Also pushing that Sign Language be recognised.

32. Of particular relevance to the South African situation…The formation of a strong disability movement in South Africa has had its own challenges since 1994. Whilst other countries might have different history from ours, there are still some lessons that can be learnt on how organisations like DPSA can provide leadership in this regard. A strong voice from the disability movement will further promote the work of government in developing the disability sector and help the Continent in advancing the implementation of the African Decade programme.  
ELECTIONS OF COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
33. The elections by State parties of nine members to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities took place on 12 September 2012. The voting happened over two rounds with the first round not meeting the required majority. The results of the second round of Committee elections were announced by the Chair, as follows:  Mr. Martin Mwesigwa Babu (Uganda) and Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh (Jordan) were elected as the final 2 members of the CRPD committee with terms beginning in January of 2013.  The South African candidate did not make it for this round of elections. 
34. Of particular relevance to the South African situation…As South Africa, we have to fast-track the depositing of the Country Report, start now planning for the next meeting of State Parties especially the involvement and participation of civil society. 
More attention needs to be placed on our lobbying for the  South African candidate: The lack of lobbying/ campaigning strategy, inadequate resourcing of our candidate lobbying campaign for the election and the timing thereof are issues of particular importance if we are to demonstrate ourselves as champion of disability rights in the continent. 
35. CONCLUDING REMARKS 
35.1. The South African delegation’s throughout the 5TH Conference of State Parties made valuable contributions to the discussions at various fora. Needless to say, the participation of civil society structures especially: women, children and people with disabilities could have enhanced the contribution even further.  
35.2. As alluded to above more attention and resources should be given to the country’s lobbying strategy for its candidate for the next round of elections of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
35.3. The support of the South African Mission in New York was commendable and ensured that the South African delegation received the necessary technical and administrative support required.

--------ends---------
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