From: MAIBI, KALAKGOSI 
Sent: 20 July 2012 12:03 PM
To: 'nnobatana@parliament.gov.za'
Subject: Comments on the UNCRPD

Dear Neliswa, 

Hope my e-mail finds you well. 

My comments on the UNCRPD are that of an individual citizen who interact a lot with people in the disability sector and not an employee or official of the Gauteng Provincial Government.  The intention is to assist Government come with measures to address challenges. 

Comments: 

Article 4 General obligations: 

As a country we seriously need to look into practicalising the provisions of paragraphs F and G in relation to assistive techonology as currently a lot of money is spent on importing equipments which ultimately defeat the aims of the Convention;

Articles 9 and 21: 

These Articles provide for information to be made accessible to peole with disabilities and in Art. 21 the purpose is spelt out as assisting people to formulate opinions and express themselves as I paraphrase.  For many blind people this is not happening as many Departmental websites and communiqués are in an interactive method which inhibits access by users of screen readers.  

Article 27:

Reasonable accommodation appears many times in the Convention yet, it appears those in authority do little to ensure practicalisation of this as budgets are not customized or set in such a way that, assistive devices can be procured. 

In closing, It is critical for measures to be put in place to ensure compliance and not malicious compliance as the latter defeats the objects of the convention and its optional protocol.

Reality is, compliance with the convention is going to be expensive and if we do not develop the strategy of facing it in we will never meet the expectations of people with disabilities in their diversity. 

Further that what I sent earlier, it is also critical to take note of the following: 

Article 24 on Education:

Paragraph (5) stipulates responsibilities of state parties in line with accessing basic tertiary education. For blind people some of the institutions are still inaccessible as the excuse used is lack of skills to teach blind people.  This is mainly found in FET Colleges.  

Atricle 30 Paragraph (5) is also clear on what is expected of State Parties in terms of facilities.  Many facilities remain inaccessible to ordinary people with disabilities who want to participate in sports.  The inhibiting point is the amount in many cases required to access or use the facility.  

I hope these points are considered and we work towards building an inclusive society with no barriers to accessing opportunities and facilities.  

Regards                
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