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BACKGROUND TO DISABLED PEOPLE SOUTH AFRICA (DPSA)

As a movement, DPSA has been promoting and defending human rights of persons with disabilities since 1984.  DPSA is a premier, largest and democratic cross-disability movement of, by and for persons with disabilities in South Africa and is made up of local branches spanning nine (9) provinces across South Africa. 

DPSA has played a central role in shaping the nature of the human rights struggles of persons with disabilities in South Africa.  Our slogan: ‘Nothing about us Without Us’ has ensured the human rights of persons with disabilities are recognised and entrenched.

In the 27 years of its existence, DPSA can lay a legitimate claim to:

	Spearheading and shaping the nature of the struggle fought by disabled people in South Africa.


	Being a cradle of disability leadership and making its presence felt in Parliament, Provincial Legislatures, Municipal Councils, Public Service, Statutory Agencies, Civil Society, International Organisations and Private Sector.


	Institutionalisation of the fundamental principle of self-representation of persons with disabilities through its powerful slogan:  “Nothing about us without us”.


	Contributing to the development of a human rights-based culture that respects disability rights in our world-acclaimed SA’s Constitution, policies and legislation.


	Spearheading national and international initiatives on disabilities such as SA Integrated National Disability Strategy, Disability Rights Charter of South Africa, Rural Disability Action, Disabled Child Action Group, Office on the Status of the Disabled People, Southern African Federation of the Disabled (SAFOD), Pan African Federation of the Disabled (PAFOD) and UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).


	Mirroring important developments in the equalisation of opportunities for persons with disabilities throughout the African continent through gains made by persons with disabilities in South Africa.


The UNCRPD

Noting that according to the White Paper on Integrated National Disability Strategy (INDS), 1997 disability have tended to be couched within a medical and welfare framework, identifying persons with disabilities as ill, different from their non-disabled peers, and in need of care.  This undue medical emphasis has resulted to wider social needs of persons with disabilities being neglected and further resulted to severe isolation for people with disabilities and their families.  

The Convention is a paradigm shift in approaches to disability, moving from a model where persons with disabilities are treated as objects of medical treatment, charity and social protection to a model where persons with disabilities are recognized as subjects of human rights, active in the decisions that affect their lives and empowered to claim their rights. This approach views barriers that person with disabilities face such as attitudinal, physical, financing and cultural as the main obstacles to the full enjoyment of human rights.

We also note that South Africa ratified both the UNCRPD and its Optional Protocol and is thus called upon to take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or amend existing laws, regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against person with disabilities in line with the Convention.  For this reason, we call for 

However, since then 03 May 2008 the world welcomed the UNCRPD which is an international treaty that articulates the rights of persons with disabilities.

DPSA Propose that, when viewed collectively, and central to the UNCRPD principles is the need for the South African government as a signatory to the treaty to specifically, among others:

	To promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.


	Enact a national disability legislation that will give greater protection to persons with disabilities.


	 The establishment of independent statutory agency in the mould of the Disability Rights Commission in terms of Articles 31 and 33 of the Convention to monitor and enforce compliance with the legislation.


	The establishment of National Disability Helpline and which must incorporate a Video Relay Service (VRS) in terms of Articles 9, 21 of the Convention to enable disabled and non-disabled citizens to access government information and delivery of services in a central and coordinated location; to provide general advice and to increase meaningful participation for persons with disabilities.  The National Disability Helpline is also in line with the White Paper on Integrated National Disability Strategy (1997:36), which states that people with disabilities should have access to full information on personal health, education and social aspects affecting their lives.  All strategies and mechanisms developed to make information accessible to citizens should be available in a format accessible to people with disabilities.


	The implementation of the UNCRPD must also result through concrete measures that strengthen Intergovernmental Relations Framework on disability for coordinated and holistic disability development framework.


DPSA calls for the implementation of the Convention which South Africa signed in 2007 in order to comply with and to give substance to this international law and for South Africa’s own constitutional requirements.


