[image: logo_A4_bw]
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
QUESTION FOR WRITTEN REPLY
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION: NO. 2512
DATE OF QUESTION: 11 NOVEMBER 2016
DATE OF SUBMISSION: 25 NOVEMBER 2016
Ms B S Masango (DA) to ask the Minister of Justice and Correctional Services:
Whether he is aware of any instances where cases before Children’s Courts were not able to be heard due to the social worker’s failure to comply with the placing of an advertisement in a local newspaper circulating in the area where the abandoned and/or orphaned child was found, in line with Regulation 56 of Regulation R261 of 1 April 2010 of the Children’s Act, Act 38 of 2005, as amended; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

No, the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development has not been informed of instances where cases before children’s courts could not proceed due to the social worker’s failure to comply with Regulation 56 of Regulation R261 of 1 April 2010 of the Children’s Act, Act 38 of 2005, as amended. It will therefore be appreciated if the details of these cases could be released to the Department to investigate this matter within the parameters of the Department’s mandate. 

The Department further notes that Department of Social Development might be in a better position to respond to this matter since the responsibility to place advertisements in a local newspaper circulating in the area where the abandoned and/or orphaned child was found resides with them. 
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